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Even the Secretary thinks that no large portion 
of the internal revenue could be collected under our 
military; and he, with all his eagerness to present 
a favorable view of this project, admits that he has 
no sufficient data on which to base any reliable 
estimate as to this source of revenue. So that I 
caution the country against these delusive conjec- 
tures. As for the 10,000 men proposed by the bill, 
] will not vote for one of them. 

I believe with the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
CriTTENDEN,] that we have troops enough for all 
the legitimate purposes of this war, and more than 
enough; and while I would not deny them food 
and clothing, I would not now give for the war 
another soldier until I saw a disposition on the 
part of the Executive to bring about a peace. 

I look at the honor of the country in a different 
aspect from that in which it seems to be regarded 
by some Senators, to whom I do not impute any 
other than patriotic motives. I think they are 
entirely mistaken. For myself, I am willing to 
take the reproach of consistent duliness, by ad- 
hering to the dectrines which I have here an- 
nounced, and refusing to vote a man more until I 
see a better disposition on the part of the Execu- 
tive to make peace. I believe that the favorable 
opportunity to make peace was allowed to pass 
unimproved. I believe that if this Government 
had not demanded too much, they could have 
made a peace perfectly satisfactory to the country, 
and that it still may be obtained on just and hon- 
orable terms. I will not increase the forces in 
Mexico for the purpose of overrunning and an- 
nexing the country. It would be a lasting re- 
proach tous todo so. I wish to see the United 
States disposed to settle this controversy in a 
spirit of magnanimity more glorious even than all 
the victories we have gained. 


Mr. BADGER rose and signified his intention 


of addressing the Senate on the bill under consid- 
eration. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland. I ask the in- | 
dulgence of the Senator from North Carolina. 1 | 
rise to put a question to my friend and colleague, | 


to which I hope he will reply now, if he can, and 
if not, at some future time, when he shall have 
reflected on the answer. If I am right in my recol- 


lection, my friend was not here on the 13th of | 


May, 1846, when the law of that session passed. 
Mr. PEARCE assented. 


Mr. JOHNSON. IfTam right, then, as to the | 
opinions of my colleague at that time, if he had | 
been here he would not have voted for the law as | 


itpassed. If I am right as to the reason which 
would have influenced him in giving that vote, it 


would have been because of the preamble to that | 
act. The question I now wish to propound is, | 


whether he would have voted for that law without 
the preamble ? 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes; I should have done so. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Just so. 

Mr. PEARCE. But I beg to say something 
further. It was necessary that some military pro- 
vision should be made, and the exigency seemed 
to require a very large provision. Our army had 
heen placed, by the act of the Executive, in a posi- 
tion of great peril. It was not for me to say that 
that army should be sacrificed. Not fora hundred 


millions would I have sacrificed one of its gallant || 


officers or one of its brave men. Perhaps I may 
add, that it is very likely that I would have gone 
further then than now, because I had not then so 
fully investigated the subject. An amendment was 
proposed in the House of Representatives by Mr. 
Schenck, which fully met my views. The amend- 
ment was as follows: 


_ ‘Mr. Scuenck then sent up to the Clerk’s table, where 
it was read in part, the following amendment, which he gave 
hotice of his intention to offer at the proper time: 

* Strike outal! after the enacting clause, and insert— 

** Whereas it has heen csaieakenan to Congress by the 


President of the United States, that this Government is now | 


at war with Mexico, and a call has been made on Congress 


exposed and perilous situation, and requires speedy relief 
and reinforcement: Therefore, 

* Be it enacted, §e., That while Congress will not sanction 
or approve the forcible occupation, under the orders of the 
President of the United States, of territory between the 
rivers Nueces and Del Norte, by the armed forces of the 
United State&, nor of any hostilities which have been car 
ried on by order of the President against the Government or 
people of Mexico, yet, to enable the President of the United 
States to relieve and to extricate the army of the United 
States from the position in which it has become involved, 
and to prevent any invasion or encroachments upon the te 
ritory of this Union, and to protect and detend, to the fullest 
extent, the citizens and people of the United States, as far 
as the same may be in any way affected or endangered by 
hostilities with Mexico, the President is hereby authorized, 
in addition to all the military and naval forces of the United 
States, to call for,’ &e. 

That proposition, sir, would have met my entire 
approbation; and if that had failed, I should have 
been unwilling to place myself in the pesition of 
denying supplies to our army in peril. I should 


| be disposed to take care of my own household 


eee 


first, and it would be only in the flush of victory 
that I should feel inclined to spare those with 
whom we are warring. 

Mr. BADGER. TI understand that the honor- 
able Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Butirre] 
desires to occupy the attention of the Senate when 
the consideration of this subject shall be next re- 
sumed. I shall, therefore, very cheerfully yield 


| to him—hoping, however, that I may be allowed 


| 
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to follow him. With that understanding, sir, I 
would now move an adjournment. 

Mr. CASS. If the Senator will pardon me, | 
would inquire of the Senator from Maryland 
whether I am to understand him as having said 
that the expenditures of the present year will be 
seventy-five millions. 

Mr. PEARCE. I stated that the estimates for 
the present year, including the actual expenses of 


| the first quarter, would amount to seventy-five mil- 


lions, but I have now reason to suppose that I was 


| mistaken. The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. 


Nixes] has satisfied me that sixteen millions, the 
expenses of the first quarter, were carried out under 
the same title, and, as | supposed they were not, I 
fell into that error in my calculation. But I believe 
that further deficiencies will run the actual expend- 
itures of the year to seventy millions of dollars, 

Mr. CASS. Did the Senator give an estimate 
of the expenses of the war? 


Mr. PEARCE. I stated the fact, sir, that you 


had twelve millions in the treasury at the com- | 


mencement of the war. There can be no doubt 
about that. I then said that there was authorized 
to be borrowed, or issued in treasury notes—the 
same as a loan—the sum of thirty-eight millions, 
including the five millions authorized to be re- 
issued by the act of last session. Will the Sen- 
ator have the kindness to say whether I am 
mistaken ? 

Mr. CASS. I merely wanted to know what his 


|| estimate was. 
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for means to prosecute hostilities on the part of the United | 


States; and 


“‘ Whereas Congress is informed that, in a war thus com- 
meneod, losses have occurred to the army of the United 
San employed by the Président on the bank of the river 

| Norte, aud that such army, if not already lost, is in an 


12 


\ 


Mr. PEARCE. T should be very glad if the 


Senator would furnish me with means of making | 


a better estimate, if 1 am wrong. 


Mr. CASS. If the request had been made, I | 


should have complied with it with a great deal of 
leasure. 
Mr. PEARCE. No doubt. If the gentleman 
wishes to put me upon a cross-examination 
Mr. CASS. Oh no, by no means. 
Mr. WESTCOTT. I voted inthe affirmative 





on the motion to adjourn to Monday next. At the | 
request of several Senators, who seem to have la- | 


bored under some misapprehension with regard to 


it, | now beg to move a reconsideration of that | 


question. 


On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- | 


ed and ordered, and being taken, the result was— 
yeas 22, nays 21. : 
The question recurring upon the adoption of the 


resolution, the yeas and nays were demanded, and | 


ordered. 


Mr. CASS. I move that the Senate do now ad- | 


journ. 


Mr. DAYTON. What will be the effect of the 


adoption of the motion just made? 
he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 
will stand adjourned until to-morrow. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland. 
in order? 

Mr. BERRIEN. The Senate, bya resolution 
adopted this morning, determined that when it 
should adjourn, it should adjourn until Monday 
next. A motion has heen made to reconsider that 
vote, and the motion for reconsideration has been 
adopted. But the resolution has not been rescinded 
—the question was about to be put upon that res- 
olution. If we adjourn now, therefore, we shall 
adjourn over to Monday next. 

Mr. CASS. Then I will withdraw my mo- 
tion. : 

Mr. SEVIER. ‘This is certainly a very clear 
ease. The reconsideration puts the question back 
to where it was this morning, before any action 
was had upon it. A motion to adjourn at that pe- 
riod would certainly have been in order, as it now 
is in order. 

Mr. CASS. I believe I will take the advice of 
my friend from Arkansas, and adhere to my mo- 
tion. 

The Secretary then proceeded with the call of 
the yeas and nays, and the result was: Yeas 21, 
nays 22. 

The question recurring upon the original mo- 
tion, it was adopted, 

The Senate adjourned. 


Is the motion 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
F'ripay, January 14, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee of Claims, to whom was referred Sen- 
ate bill for the relief of the administratrix of Eli- 
sha L. Keen, deceased, reported the same without 
amendment. Committed. ; 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports on the petitions of Daniel Brown 


and A. Conkling. Laid on the table. 


Mr. COLLA MER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported the following resolution, which 
was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a synopsis of the geological observations 
on the mineral lands of Lake Superior, made during the last 
session under the direction of Dr. Jackson, United States 
Geological Surveyor, be, and the same is hereby, ordered to 
be printed as a part of the report of the Commissioner of 
Public Lands. 

Mr. TUCK, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of Stephen Cham- 
plin; which was read and committed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution; which was read 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of continuing the pension of Martha L. 
Downs five years from the 20th March, 1847, and report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, asked that the said committee be dis- 
charzed from the petition of Levi M. Roberts, 
and that it lie on the table. Agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, from the Committee 


on Roads and Canals, to whom was referred a 
bill to provide for completing the Cumberland 


‘road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
'| to Jefferson city, Missouri, reported the same back 


to the House without amendment. Committed. 


The bill from the Senate for the relief of W. B. 
Slaughter, late Secretary of the Territory of Wis- 
constn, was taken up, read, and referred. 

Mr. JAMIESON, by general consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of N.C. Orear. Read 
and referred. ; 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Public 
Printing, to which was referred the resolution of 
the House providing for the printing of 1,000 ex- 


tra copies of the report of the Secretary of the 


Treasury upon the coast survey, made a report, 
and recommended the adoption of the resolution; 
whereupon, the question was put on the resolu- 
tion, and it was agreed to. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecti- 
cut, the House resolved itself into Committee of 
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the Whole (Mr. Coss, of Georgia, in the chair) 
on the private calendar. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Roberts, and 
the bill for the relief of Phineas Capen, legal ad- 
ministrator of John Cox, deceased, of Boston, 
were taken up, considered, and laid aside, to be 
reported to the House. 5 

The next bill in order was the bill for the relief 
of Mary Brown, widow of Jacob Brown. The 
bill provides for the granting of a pension to Mrs. 
Brown, of Clarksburg, Massachusetts, at the rate 
of twenty dollars per month, to commence Janu- 
ary 1, 1847, to continue during her natural life. 
The petitioner is the stepmother of Major Jacob 
Brown, who was killed while conducting the mili- 
tary operations at Fort Brown, on the Rio Grande, 
and the widow of Jacob Brown, senior, a soldier 
of the revolutionary war, who died in October last, 
in the eighty-third year of his age. She is now 
seventy-four years of age, and, by the death of 
her husband, and the more recent death of his son, 
she is deprived of the means of support which she 
heretofore enjoyed, of which a revolutionary pen- 
sion of twenty-four dollars, received by her hus- 
band, wasapart. ‘l'o her husband she was married 
more than forty years ago, which did not bring 
her within the provisions of the general pension 
law; but all the circumstances furnished a case 
which appealed to the sympathies of the House. 
For the last thirteen years of the life of her hus- 
band, he was very infirm, and suffered extremely 
by sickness, by which their means were limited, 
and now she is entirely destitute. A provision in 
the bill put this pension on the ground of the ser- 
vices of her step-son, but it was opposed by severs! 
geatlemen as the introduction of a principle that 
might lead to invidious distinctions, and very ob- 
jectionable as a precedent in the bestowal of the 
bounties of the Government in the shape of pen- 
sions, however much they might sympathize with 
the applicant. 

Mr. GIDDINGS havine moved to strike out the 
enacting wofds of the bill, a debate of considerable 
length arose thereon, which was participated in by 
Messrs. GIDDINGS, KING of Massachusetts, 
ILASKELL, JOHNSON of Arkansas, ROCK- 
WELL of Massachusetts, HENLEY, CUM- 
MINS, SAWYER, POLLOCK, S. LAW- 
RENCE, FICKLIN, BOWLIN, McLANE, 
JAMIESON, LAHM, JONES of Tennessee, 
TOMPKINS, and TURNER. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, pending the debate, withdrew 
his motion to strike out the enacting words of the 
bill, and moved as an amendment that the bill be 
recommitted, ** with instructions to report a general 
bill, including all such cases as may be considered 
proper.’’ ‘This amendment was ruled out of or- 
der by the Chairman. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then moved that the bill be 
reported to the House with the recommendation 
that it do not pass. 

Mr. FICKLIN moved to amend the bill by add- 
ing as a proviso, * that this pension is granted in 
consideration of the gallantry and death of Major 
Jacob Brown, (her step-son,) in command of the 
fort opposite Matamoros, and shall not be re- 
garded as a precedent in other cases.”’ F 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting after the word ** Massachusetts” the fol- 
lowing: ** Aged seventy-four years, and was born 
before the close of the Revolution.” 

The foregoing propositions of amendment were 
offered pending the debate. 

After Mr. TURNER concluded his remarks— 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, obtained the floor, 
and, on his motion, the committee rose and report- 
ed to the House the bills for the relief of Robert 
Roberts and of Pliineas Capen. 

The committee reported progress on the bill -for 
the relief of Mary; Brown, widow of Jacob Brown. 

And then, on motion, the House adjourned to 
Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, Jenmary 17, 1848, 

The Journal of Friday wes read and approved. 

Mr. BOYD rose to offer a reso! 

The SPEA KER stated, that er the rules, it 
was his duty to call for resolutions to-day: and 
having left off at Delaware on last resolution 
Monday, he would commence with Maryland. 


Mr. BOYD said the resolution he wished to. 


uon 
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offer was always in order. It was, therefore, sent 


up to the Clerk’s table and read. It provided for | 
the termination of the debate on the President’s || 


message at three o’clock to-day. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, demanded | 


the yeas and nays on its adoption. 


Mr. STEPHENS inquired of the Chair if the | 


resolution was in order. 
The SPEAKER replied, such a resolution was 
always in order. 


Mr. STEPHENS, remarking that the resolu- | 
tion was the same as had already been offered sev- | 


eral timesand voted down, requested the gentleman 


from Kentucky to withdraw it,and notconsume the | 


time of the House by the call for the yeasand nays. 
Mr. BOYD said, if he might be allowed to re- 
spond, he must say, that in his judgment, the 


President’s message should have been distributed | 
among the various committees long since—indeed | 


the very first week of the session, so that the 


committees might have had the various subjects | 
before them, so as to act upon them and report. | 
He did not feel himself disposed to yield this | 


question to any other that could come up. He 


thought it of more importance at this time to refer | 


the President’s message, and that the committees 


and the House act upon the various subjects to | 
which their attention was called, than to consider | 


any other subject. Ife must, therefore, decline 


to comply with the request of the gentleman from | 


Georgia. 
Mr. STEPHENS granted it was very import- 


ant to have the message referred to the committees. | 
There were grave questions brought before the | 
House in that message. But it was equally import- | 
ant to this Hlouse and the country that these ques- | 


tions be gravely considered and deliberated upon in 


this Hlouse before the reference of the message. | 


This House had consumed but three days in the 


consideration of these momentous questions, than 
which, he hesitated not to say, no questions more | 
momentous had ever been presented to Congress | 


since the organization of this Government. 


The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that | 
the motion to suspend the rules was not debatable. | 
Incidental remarks were sometimes allowed by the | 
indulgence of the House, but certainly no extend- 


ed remarks were in order. 


Mr. STEPHENS moved, then, to lay the reso- | 


lution on the table. 
Mr. BOYD said, if the gentleman from Georgia 
would withdraw the motion, he would modify the 


resolution so as to provide that debate should | 
cease in three hours after the message was again | 


taken up in Committee of the Whole ori the state 
of the Union. 


Mr. STEPHENS, declining to comply with the 
request, renewed his motion to lay on the table, 


and demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

‘The vote was announced to be 92 in the aftirm- 
ative and 94 in the negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Join Quincy Adams, Green Ad- 
ams, Barringer, Barrow, Blanchard, Botts, Boydon, Butler, 
Canby, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, 
Cristicld, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Gar- 
nett Duncan, Dann, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Nathan 
Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Freedley, Gayle, Giddings, Goggin, 
Gou, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. 
Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Henry, J. W. Houston, 
Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, John 
W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas Butler King, Daniel P. King, 
William ‘T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Melivaine, Marsh, Marvin, 
Morehead, Mullin, Nes, Newall, Outlaw, Palfrey, Pollock, 
Preston, Putnam, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Ro- 
man, Rose, Root, St. John, Schenck, Shepperd, Sherrill, 
Caleb B. Smith, Traman Smith, Stephens, Strom, Syives- 
ter, Tallmadge, Thibodeaux, Taylor, Tompkins, Richard W. 
Thompson, Toombs, Tuck, Vinton, Warren, White, and 
Wilson—92. 

NAY S—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bing- 


| ham, Birdsall, Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, 
| Win. G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. 


Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, 
Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Edsall, Faran, Featherston, 
Ficklin, Fries, French, Fulton, Green, Willard P. Hall, 
Hammons, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Hill, G. 
S. Houston, Inge, Jamieson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, 
James H. Johuson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, 
Leffler, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, McCletland, McClernand, 
McKay, McLane, Mann, Meaile, Miller, Morris, Morse, 
Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, 
Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Simpson, 
Sima, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Charles 


| BE. Stuart, Thomas, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 


Robert A, Thompson, William Thompson, Thurston, Tur- 
ner, Venable, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, and Wiley—94, 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 
The question then recurred on the adoption of 


' the resolution. 


San. 17, 


| Mr. TUCK moved to amend it by insertine a 


substitute providing ** for the termination of debate 


at three o’clock on the Ist day of February next 
unless sooner disposed of.’’ , 

Mr. BOYD modified his resolution so as to pro- 
vide for the termination of debate after the House 
shall again have been in Committee of the Whole 
thereon for two hours. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to postpone the reso. 
lution and amendment to this day week, and on 
this he asked for the yeas and nays. 

After a suggestion and a few observations frory 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL and Mr. STEPHENS, 
the yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken, 
were—yeas 99, nays 98, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Green 
Adams, Barringer, Barrow, Blanchard, Botts, Boydon, 
Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Canby, Chapman, Clinguay, 
Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, Crow: li, 
Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Garnett Duncan, 
Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Farreljy, 
Fisher, Freedley, Gaines, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Gregory, 
Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hail, James G. Hampton, Mox.s 
Hampton, Haskell, Henry, John W. Houston, Hubbard, 
Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersot), 
Irvin, John W. Jones, Kellogg, ‘Thomas Butler King, Daniel 
P. King, William T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Me tlvaine, Marsiy, 
Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nes, Newall, Outlaw, Palfrey, 
Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Julius Rockwell, John A. Roek- 
well, Roman, Rose, Root, St. John, Schenck, Shepperd, 
Sherrill, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Sinith, Stephens, Andcew 
Stewart, Strohm, tant gt Tallmadge, Thibodeaux, ‘ay- 
lor, Tompkins, Richard W. ‘Thomp-on, John B. Thompson, 
‘oombs, Cuek, Vinton, Warren, White, and Wilson—99, 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bing. 
ham, Birdsall, Biack, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, 
William G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Chase, Franklin Clark, 
Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cohn, 
Collins, Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Edsall, Faran, Feati- 
erston. Ficklin, French, Fries, Fulton, Green, Willard Pp. 
Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Heniey, 
Hill, George S. Honston, Inge, Jamieson, Jenkins, Andrew 
Johnsen, James H. Johnson, Robert W. Jobnson, George 
W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, sidney 
Lawrence, Lefiler, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeCiecl- 
land, McClernand, McKay, MeLane, Mann, Meade, Miller, 
Morris, Morse, Murphy, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Petiie, 
Peyton, Pillsbury, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, 
Rockhill, Sawyer, Simpson, Sims, Smart, Robert Sinith, 
Stanton, Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Thomas, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Robert A. ‘Thompson, Wil 
liam Thompson, Thurston, Turner, Venable, Wentworth, 
Wick, Williams, and Wiley—8s. 


So the resolution was postponed to Monday 
next. 





RESOLUTIONS. 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
States, commencing at Maryland, for resolutions. 


Mr. ROMAN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of making appropriations for the 
improvement of the harbor of Havre de Grace, Maryland, 
by removing obstructions from the entrance thereof, and 
that they report by bill or otherwise. 


Debate arising, it was laid over. 
Mr. McLANE offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish to this House 
the report and mapof Lieutenant Emory, of the ‘Topograpb- 
ical Engineers, of the route of the army under Genera 
Kearny from the Missouri river to the Pacifie ocean, with 
sueh parts of the report of Captain Cook as related to his 
deviation from such route, and the report and map of Licu- 
tenant Abert, of the same corps, of his examinations in the 
Province of New Mexico; and also the reports of such 
military commanders serving with the army in Mexico as 
have been received since the transmission of his annual re- 
port to Congress, and already furnished to the Senate tor 
publication, with the documents accompanying said report. 


The resolution being read— 

The SPEAKER stated thatall resolutions calling 
on the Executive Departments were required by 
the rule to lie over one day. 


Mr. McLANE moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the purpose of considering the resolution, and 
also moved the previous question. 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested to Mr. McLane to 
modify his resolution, so as to include— 

“Also, the meet nes kept during that expedition 
by Captain Abraham R. Johnston, of the Ist dragoons, up to 
the time of his death, when killed in the battle of San Pas- 
cual, in California.” 

Mr. McLANE accepted the modification. 

The question was then put on suspending the 
rules, and it was agreed to, two-thirds voting 
therefor. 

The previous question was then seconded; and, 
under its operation, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BOTTS offered the following resolution, 
which was read, and laid over under the rule: 

Revolred, That the President of the United States he re- 
quested to communicate to this House, if not incompatible 
with the public interests, the specific object for which he ap- 
plied to the last Congress for an appropriation of three mil- 
lions of dollars, and the grounds on which he gave the 
assuranee that such an appropriation would be the means 
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of securing a speedy peace with Mexico; and that he also |) this House, there shall be one called the Smithsonian Cou- 
state whether any effort or proposition has been made by 

the Executive or its agent or agents for the disposition of 
said (and or any part thereof; or whether such agent or 
ayents have been authorised to make propositions to the 
Mexican authorities, or any Mexican otticers, civil or milt- 
tary, or to any citizen or cilizens of Mexico, for the dispo- 
sition of the whole or any part thereef; und that he be 
requested to furnish all instructions and correspondence, 
together with all the facets and circumstarces relating 
thereto; and if no disposition has been made, or attempted 
to be made, of said fund for the purpose of securing peace 
as promised, to state his reasons therefor. 


On motion of Mr. FULTON, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
toads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


mittee, Whose duty it shall be to superintend the affairs of 
the Sinithsonéan Lustitation. 

Resolved, That the report made by the regents and aceom- 
panying documents be referred to the Committee on the 
Smithsonian Institution, whose daty it shall be to examine 
the same in connection with the original journal and other 
documents from which they have been made, and re port to 
this House whether, in their opinien, it is necessarsto print 
all or any pertion of them, or not; and that said committee 
be, and is hereby, authorized and required to take into can 
sideration the propricty and expediency of suspending all 
further operations of the Smithsonian Institution until the 
treasury of the United States be relieved from the heavy 
and pressing burden created by the existing war between the 
anarchy of Mexicoand the American Union. And, further, 
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Roviez & post route from Mattinsville, in the county uf that said committee be authorized and required to procure 
shing 7 : sd . ( - =) 3 


Henry, to Floyd Court-house, Virginia. 


Mr. GOGGIN moved the following resolution; 


which was read and laid over under the rule : 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


the aid of three architects, distinguished in their prefession, 
associated with two responsible and highly -reputed scientific 
practical builders, who shatl take into consideration the 
site, the design, and material of which the present building 
is composed, and report the result of such examination to 


. : this Fiouse. / ‘urthe at si . ~ take ¢ 
quested to cause to be communicated to this House any cor- a ene a ees pe ao committee take into 
respondence on file in any of the departments of the Govern- ae He propriety ot so changing and remodelling 

; the present design of the Sinithsonian Institution as to con- 


ment in regard to the duties at this time paid on American 
tobacco sent te the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 


Freland since the year 1840, tozcther with any instructions . 


vert it intoa © university,” in the extended sense ef the 


erm, including the manual labor feature, as to embrace 


} 4 ; ~ || agriculture, hertiec re, and ¢ > VI s branches of 
given by the President of the United States er any officer of i ure, herticulture, and all the various branches of 


this Goverament to the diplomatic representatives thereof in 
England and in other couutries in regard to a diminutien of 
each duties. 


Revolved, That the Committee on the Post Gflice and Post 


mechanism, or #s many of tiem as may be deemed practi- 
cable and nseful to the country. 


higher rate of compensation than $200 per mile per annum, 
nor for the second class service on any railroad a greater 
compensation than $150 per m¥e per annum, nor tor the 
third class service on any railroad a greater compensatien 
than &1@0 pet mile per annum, ner tor the fourth ctass ser- 
vice on any railroad a greater compensation than $50 per 
mile per annum; nor for carrying the mail on steamboats, 
or on the steamboat portion of a railroad and steamboat 
route, a greater compensation than ts above specified for 
the several classes, iess twelve aad a lmdf per cent; and 
that they report by Mill or otherwise. 


Mr. CUMMINS offered the followmg resolu- 
tions, which were read, and laid over under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That by the Constitution of the United States, 
the power is centerred upon Congress to appropuate the 
money of the Umited States for the construction of such 
werks of internal improvement as ore necessary for the 

| national defence and for the safety and preservation of the 
military manne of the country, which works may incident 
ally be used for the advancement and protection of com 
were, so far as the same are suitable for that purpose 

Resolved, That by the Constitution of the United States, 
the power is not conferred upou Congress lo appropriate the 
money of the United States for the construction of works of 
internal improvement within the limits of any State in the 
Confederacy, the object of which work is for the regulation 
of commerce only, and not tor national defence; but suck 
power, when assumed and exercised by Congress, is derived 


The SPEAKER ruled the resolution out of |. B0t fom a faithful construction of the Constitution its li, nor 


On motion of Mr. MEADE, it was order, 


Mr. JOHNSON moved to suspend the rules | 


Roails be instructed to inquire into the expediency of amen4d- || that the resolution might be received. 


éug the laws en the subject ef the transportation of the mails, 
eo as to fix a maximum price for transporting the same on 


The question was put on suspending the rules, 


railroads and steamboats, and designate the route ef mails | and the motion was disagreed to. 


of the first class, aud report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion eof Mr. CLINGMAN, it was 

Resolved, That Isaac Shaw have leave to withdraw fram 
the files of this House the papers in support of bis claim fer 
a revolutionary pension, with a view to their being presented 
zo the Pension Office. 


On motion of Mr. OUTLAW, it was 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expedicney of making an appropriation 
te reopen Roaneke inlet, in the State ef North Carolina, at 
or near Nag’s Head; and that they have leave to report by 
Hill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, it was 
Resolved, That the petition and papers of Francis M. Hol- 
ton, for an invalid pension, be withdrawn trom the files of | 
this House and referred to the Committee on Lavalid Pen- 


sions. 


Gn motion of Mr. McKAY, it was 

Reso'ved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pust 
Roads be, and they are hereby, instructed to ascertain on 
inquiry, and report to this Ieu-e, the terms upon which the 
Postmaster Generil can be released from Ue coitract made 
by him during the past year for the transportation of the great 
sowthern mail from Baltimore down the bay ; also, the terms 
uponwhieb the Riehmond and Fredericksburg Railroad and 
Potomac Steamboat Company or Companies will engage to 
earry Ule same. 


On motion of Mr. RHETT, it was 

Reso!ved, That the Committee on Printing do inquire into 
the expediency of priuting the remaining correspondence | 
winck has not been printed between the Governments of 
Grcat Britain aud of the United States relative to the duties 
‘posed by Great Britain on American rough rice er paddy. 


Mn HOWELL COBB moved the following 


resolution, which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Seeretary of War be directed to trans- 
mit to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions of this 
flouse the pipers on file in the office of the Commissioner 
of Pensiong in the case of Catharine Freeman, an applicant 
for a pension as the widow of a revolutionary soldier. 


On motion of Mr. TOOMBS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of establishing by law a port of entry at Au- 
gusta, Georgia. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved the following 
resolution, which was read and agreed to: 

Re.olved, That the Postmaster General he directed to re- | 
port to this House, as soon as practicable, what measures 
ale necessary to impose and regulate the payment of post- 
ages on fetters and other mailable matter received from for- 
eign pdrts at the ports of the United States, and sent from 
the ports of the United States to foreign ports; and also | 
What measures are necessary to impose and regulate post- | 
age on mailable matter sent by sea from one port to another | 
iu the United Stites. 


Mr. CLARK, of Kentucky, moved a resolution 
referring petitions to committees. 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, it was 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
tustrncted to inquire into the expediency of relinquishing 
the Cumberland road, with all its fixtures, bridges, and ma- | 
terials prepared for making the same, to the States respect- 
ively within which the same is situated. 


On motion of Mr. FRENCH, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab-_ 
lishing a post route from Grayson, in Carter county, Ken- | 
tucky, via the precinct on Little Sandy, and Daniel Horton’s, | 
to West Liberty, in Morgan county, and from thence via 
Haze Green, to Jackson, in Breathitt county. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved the fol- | 
lowing resolutions: 
Resolved, That, in addition to the standing committees of | 


| 
i 


Mr. COCKE presented a memorial and certain 


resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Ten- 
| nessee, in favor of the construction of a railroad 
from Lake Michigan to the Pacifie ocean. 


Mr. STANTON presented a similar memorial 


and resolutions to those presented by Mr. Cocke. 


Mr. CHASE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it is inexpedient to order our troops to 


retreat from the positions which they have galiantly won in 
Mexico, for the purpose of falling back upon a defensive 
line. 


Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay the resolution 


on the table; which motion was decided in the 
afirmative—yeas 96, nays 89, as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Abbott, Join Q. Adams, Green Adams, 
Barringer, Barrow, Blanchard, Botts, Boydon, Buckner, 
Butler, Cabell, Canby, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger 


Farrelly, Fisher, Freediey, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, 


| Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K, 
Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Henry, | 
| Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Kellogg, Thomas Butler King, | 


Daniel P. King, W. T. Lawrence, Levin, Lincoln, Mell- 
vaine, Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nes, Newall, Oudaw, 


Pal'rey, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Julius Rockwell, Jehn | 


A. Rockwell, Roman, Rose, Root, St. John, Schenck, Shep- 
perd, Sherrill, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Stephens, 
Andrew Stewart, Strom, Sylvester, Tallmadge, Thibo- 
deaux, Taylor, Tompkins, Richard W. Thompson, John B. 


| Thompson, Toombs, ‘Tuck, Vinton, Warren, White, and | 


Wilson—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bing- 
ham, Birdsall, Black, Bowdon, Boyd, Rrodhead, William 
G. Brown, Catheart, Chase, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. 


| Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, Cum- | 
| mins, Daniel, Dickinson, Edsall, Faran, Featherston, Fick- 


lin, Fries, French, Green, Willard P. Hall, Haralson, Har- 


manson, Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8S. Houston, Charles | 


J. Ingersoll, Jamieson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James H. 
Jobnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, 
Kennon, Lahm, LaSére, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, 
Lord, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, McClernand, McKay, 


> 
Cranston, Crowell, Crezier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, 
Garnett Duncan, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, 


| from its letter or spirit, but by adatitudinouws construction of 
that iustrument, and an unwarrantable inplication of power, 
dangerous alike in principle and in practice. 

Resolved, That the example of those States which have 
engaged in an indiscriminate and combined system ot inter- 
nal improvements has clearly proved the dangerous tenden 
cies and corrupting influences of such a policy, and which 
should admonish the National Legislature not to impose 
npon the people of the United States an ouerous public debt, 
involve their Government in hopeless bankruptey, and sub 
ject the halls of legi-lation to unscrupulous demands and 
corrupting appliances for a partial di tribution of the national 
revenues, to be expended for fecal and seffish purposes, 
which are the necessary consequences of such a system. 

Resolred, That no appropriation shall be made by Con- 
gress for any improvement which is not of itsell, separately 
considered, of sufficient national importance to enttle it to 
the favorable consideration of the National Legisiature. 

Resolved, That to defray the currentexpenses of the Gov- 
ernment, and for the vigorous and successful prosecution of 
the existing war with Mexico, all the revenues and means of 
the United States are necessary, and the same ought not to 
be diverted or appropriated to objects of less importance or 
doubtful expediency until an honorable peave is obtained. 


Mr. CROWELL moved the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Trensury be requested 
to inform this House if any secret inspectors or any addition- 
al inspectors have been appointed in New Hampshire with- 
in the last three years; ifany have been so appointed, what 
was the occasion of such appointment, and also the places 
where they reside, the duties they have performed since 
their appeintment, and the compensation they have several- 
ly received, and at what times; also, to lay before the House 
copies of any letters received at the Treasury Department 
representing the necessity of such appotmtmrent, and also 

| copies of the accounts of any such inspectors, if any have 
been so appointed. 


Mr. C. moved to suspend the rules, for the pur- 
pose of considering the resolution. — 

The question was put, and the motion to suspend 
|| was disagreed to. So the resolution lies over. 


Mr. GIDDINGS moved the following preamble 
| and resolution, and asked for the previous quesuon 
thereon: 
Whereas, on Friday last, three armed persons, engaged in 
the internal slave trade, entered a dwelling in this city, and 
| violently seized a colored man, employed as a waiter in the 
\| boarding-house of several members of this body, and, in the 
presence of his wife, gagged him, placed him tn irons, and, 
with loaded pistols, forced him into one of the slave prisons 


Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, |! of this city, from whieh, it is reported, he has since been 
Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Rob- || despatched for the slave market at New Orleans: os aie 

inson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Simpson, Sins, Smart, Robert || | And whereas said colored man had been employed in said 
Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Thomas, || boarding-house for several years, had become well oot nae 
James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Williain Thompson, |) ably known to members of this House, bad married a wife 


Thurston, Turner, Venable, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, 


and Wiley—89. 
On motion by Mr. THOMAS, it was 


| in this city, and, under a contract to purchase his freedom 
| for the sum of &300, had, by great industry, paid that sum 
within about 860: 

'| And whereas outrages like the foregoing have been of 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions || common occurrence io this District, and are sanctioned by 


be instructed to inquire into the propriety of providing by || 


iaw for the payment to the widows, heirs, or legal represen- 


the laws of Congress, and are extremely painful to many of 
| the members of this House, as well as in themselves inhu- 


tatives of such volunteers in the Mexican war who may || man: Therefore, 


have been killed in battle or died betore the end of their || 
term of service, the same pay as they would have received | 


had they served the full time for which they entered the ser- 
vice; aml that they report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tenn., it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Resolved, That a select committee of five members be ap- 
| pointed to inquire into and report upon the facts aforesaid ; 
| also, as to the propriety of repealing such acts of Congress 
as sustain or autherize the slave trade in this District, or to 
remove the seat of Government to some free State. 


Mr. BRODHEAD rose and inquired if the pre- 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency and pro- || yjous question was demanded? 


priety of providing by !aw that it shall be the daty of the 
Postmaster General to arrange and class the service here- 


| after to be required of the railroad companies, including 


that in which the service is partly by steamboats, in the 


| 

| 
transportation of the United States mails, inte four classes, | 
according to the size of the mails, the speed and frequency || , M 
with which the mails are or shail fe required to he convey- j Fr. 
ed, and the importance of the service ; and it shall be Jawful i 

| for him to contract for carrying the mail with any such rail- || 

road company, Or any steamboat company, or any railroad: || 

and steamboat company, either with or without advertising | 

for such contracts: Pyovided, That for the first class service | 

in conveying the maiji on auy reiiroad he shall not pay a 


The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. GAYLE moved to lay the resolution on 
| the table. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 
ICK rose to a point of order. He sub- 
mitted to the Chair that no member had a right to 
offer a resolution, with a preamble prefixed, re- 
| citing a long list of facts, of which the great ma- 
| jority of the members could not possibly have any 
i knowledge. In reference to this particular case, 
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he (Mr. W.) had been casually informed that the 
facts stated in the preamble were untrue, or that 
facts important to be known were suppressed. 
Yet he could not bring himself to vote upon such 
casual information. Evidence would enable him 
to vote, and nothing short of it. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, 
but said the facts stated micht amount to a good 


reason to be excused from voting. 

Thereupon, without asking leave of the House, 
Mr. WICK excused himself. 

Mr. MEADE.  Lask the gentleman from Ohio 
if he will swear that these facts are true 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order upon 
the motion to loy on the table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Would it be in order for me 
to answer the eentleman ? 

The SPEAKER. It would not. 

Mr. MEADE. L[understand from the gentle- 
man from Ohio—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must insist upon 
the rule of order. Uf one gentleman is allowed to 


make remarks, another will be equally entitled to 


answer. No debate ts in order. 

The question being taken to lay the resolution 
ov the table, it was decided in the negative: Yeas 
bo, nays Sb, as follows: 


VY FAS— Meeers. Green Adame, Atkinson, Barringer, Bar- 
row, Hasty, Beale, Birdsall, Black, Botts, Lowdon, Boyd, 
Hoydon, Beodhead, Willian G. Brown, Backner, Cael, 
Chapman, Ch Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Cling 
man, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Cris 
field, Crozier, Danie!, Donnell, Garnett Duncan, Edwards, 
Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, French, Paiton, Gaines, Gayle, 
Gentry. Gogan, Green, Willard P. ali, Harsison, Harman 
eon, Harris, Hill, George 8. Houston, Inge, Claries J. Inger 
voll, Andrew Johneon, Robert W. Johnson, George W 
Jones, John W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Thomas Butler 
King, La Sére, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeKay, Meade, 

ler, Nicoll, Qutlaw, Peyton, Phelps, ’ilisbury, Preston, 
Rhett, Riehardaon, Ric vv, Roman, Sims, Stanton, Ste- 
pens, Vhibodeaux, Taytor, ‘Tompkins, Jacob 
Vhompson, John B. Thompson, ‘Toombs, ‘Turner, Venable, 
and Williame—e. 

NAYS —Mesers. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Binghain, 
Blanchard, Butler, Canby, Cathcart, Collamer, Collins, 
Conger, Cranston.Crowell, Dickey, Dickinson, Divon, Duer, 
Eckert, Edeall, Embree, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, 
Freediey, Fries, Giddings, Gott, Gregory, Grinuell, Hale, 
Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Vioses Hampton, 
Henley, Henry, Blias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hub 
bard, tiudson, Hunt. Joseph 8. Logersoll, Irvin, Jamieson, 
Jenkins, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Lahin, W. T. Lawrence, 
Sidney Lawrenee, Lefiler, Lincoln, Mellvaine, Mann, 
Marsh, Marvin, Moris, Mullin, Newal, Palfrey, Peaslee, 
Peck, Petrie, Pollock, Putnam, Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, 
John A. Rockwell, Rose, Root, St. John, s iwyer, Schenck, 
Sherrill, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Charles EB. Stuart, 
Strohm, Svivester, ‘Tallmadge, Richard W. Thompson, 
William Thompson, Thurston, ‘Tuck, Vinten, Warren, 
Wentworth, White, and Wilson—s6. 


‘Thomas, 


The question recurring on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question— 

Mr. JAMIESON inquired if it would be in or- 
der to move a reference of the resolution at this 
time? 

The SPEAKER. 
tion is pending. 

Mr. JAMIESON. I hope whoever has moved 
the previous question will withdraw it, and let a 
select committee be raised to inquire into the facts. 
1 gave the vote against the motion to lay on the 
table for this purpose. 

Mr. DUER. Is it in order to move an amend- 
ment to the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. No motion is in order at this 
time while the demand for the previous question 
is pending. 





Not wl 


le the previous ques- 


The question is on seconding the demand for || 


the previous question, and tellers are asked upon 
this question. 


Mr. HARALSON desired, to inquire whether 
the rule had been suspended to allow the resolu- | 


tion to be acted on? 
The SPEAKER replied in the nevative, 
Mr. HARALSON. Well, if I desire to debate 
the resolution, will it not lie over under the rule? 
The SPEAKER. 


vote. 


Tellers were ordered, and the question was again 
announced to be on seconding the demand for the 


previous question. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. 


vious question, to modify the resolution ? 
The SPEAKER’S reply was not heard. 


Mr. GIDDINGS wished to modify his resolu- 


tion before the question was put. 


It will not; the previous 
question has been demanded, which, if sustained, 
will cut off debate, and bring the House to a direct 


Will it be in order, after tite 
vote is taken on seconding the demand for the pre- 
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Mr. GOGGIN rose to a point of order. He 
wished to know if the gendeman from Ohio [Mr. 
Gippings] did not call the previous question be- 
fore the resolution was sent to the Chair, and be- 
fore it was read; and whether he had a right to 
demand the previous question before the resolution 


| was in-possession of the House? 


The SPEAKER said the question had frequently 


been raised, and it had been decided that it was 


in order, in such a case, to move the previous 
question. He therefore overruled the point of 
order. 

Mr. JAMIESON rose and moved a reconsider- 
; ation of the vote by which the House had refused 
| to lay the resolution on the table. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman vote in 
he majority ? 

Mr. JAMIESON, I did, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The question, then, is on the 
reconsideration. In the mean time the gentleman 
from Ohio wishes to modify his resolution. 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose to a question of order. 

Mr. STEPHENS also rose toa question of 
order. 

There being much confusion in the Hall— 

The SPEAKER said the Chair would entertain 
no motion till eentlemen had all taken their seats. 

Order having been restored — 

Mr. STEPHENS stated his point of order, viz: 
whether it was competent for the gentleman to 
modify his resolution after a vote of the House 
upon it?) The vote of the House had been taken 
upon laying the resolution on the table; and would 
it now be in order for the gentleman to modify it, 
so as to make ita very different thing? He un- 
derstood that any gentleman might modify his 


| resolution before action had been had by the 


Elouse; but here had been action. 
The SPEAKER stated that he had found re- 


peated precedents for allowing a modification after | 


a vote upon laying on the table. 
Mr. STEPHENS. By a decision of the House? 
The SPEAKER. Bya decision of the House. 
Mr. GIDDINGS then modified the first pream- 


i| ble to his resolution, by inserting between the 


vord ** whereas,’? where it first occurs, and the 
| words “on Friday,” the words * it is represented 
that;’? and modified the resolution by striking out 
the words ** or to remove the seat of Government 
to some free State’’ at the end thereof. 
After some further conversation between Mr. 
| STEPHENS and the SPEAKER~— 
Mr. STEPHENS appealed from the decision of 
| the Chair that it was in order for the mover of a 
| resolution to modify it after a vote of the House 
upon laying it on the table. 
Mr. INGE understood that the gentleman from 


Missouri [Mr. Jamieson} had moved to reconsider 


the vote on laying on the table. 
Mr. RHETT wished to inquire of the Chair, in 
| case the gentleman from Ohio had the power of al- 


from what it was when the House refused to lay 
it on the table, if it would not then be competent 
to repeat the motion to lay on the table. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would so decide. 
Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


The SPEAKER said he did not consider such | 


a motion in order while a question of order was | ' 
| Labm, William 'T. 


pending. 


[Mr. Rurrr,] withdrew his appeal. 


as modified, was now before the House. 
Mr. HARALSON moved to lay it on the table. 
Mr. ATKINSON called for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. JAMIESON desired to know the position 
| of his motion to reconsider. He desired to set 
himself right on this matter. He desired distinctly 
to understand whether his motion to reconsider 
| was in or outof order. 


| motion voted upon. He had the floor, and was 
recognized by the Chair, and being so recognized, 


recedence, and objtcted to the vote being first ta- 
ve on the motion of the gentleman of Georgia to 

| lay on the table. 
The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from 


Missouri that debate was not now in order. The | 


Chair further observed that, after deliberate con- 





tering his resolution and making it a different thing | 


Mr. STEPHENS, in consequence of the reply | 
| of the Chair to the gentleman from South Carolina, 


The SPEAKER announced that the resolution, | 


If it were in order, he de- | 
sired a vote upon it, and that it should be the first 


he made his motion; and hence he claimed for it | 





San. 17, 
sideration, he came to the conclusion that the mo. 
tion to reconsider was not in order. 

Mr. BOYD said the motion of the gentleman 
from Missouri was certainly in order at the lien 
it was made, and it ought to be entered on | 
Journal. 

Mr. JAMIESON appealed from the decision of 
the Chair which permitted his motion to reconsider 
to be overridden by the motion to lay on the table. 

The SPEAKER explained. The resolution hay- 
ing been modified, the motion to reconsider neces. 
sarily fell to the floor; for, the character of the res- 
olution being changed, it was not subject to 
motion to reconsider. 3 

Mr. JAMIESON was proceeding with some re- 
marks on his motion, when— 

The SPEAKER interposed, and reminded the 
gentleman that debate was not in order, 

After some conversation, in whieh Mr. ROOT, 
Mr. JAMIESON, and the SPEAKER took part— 

Mr. JAMIESON withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, rose to a question of 
order. He said he objected to the practice which 
had been permitted to prevail, by which gentlemen 
submitted resolutions and moved the previous 
question thereon, thus getting a forced vote on 
their resolutions. His question was, whether this 
was in order? Before members of this House 
should be required to vote on any resolution, they 
should have the opportunity to look into the merits 
of the question upon which they were called upon 
to vote; but the prevailing mode was a violation of 
parliamentary law and the rights of members. 

The SPEAKER said the motion for the previ- 
ous question had been pending some ten or fifteen 
minutes; but, if it were not so, the Chair, zovern- 
ed by decisions of this House, would overrule the 
point of order of the gentleman from Georgia. The 
House again and again had decided that the mover 
of a resolution can call for the previous question 
thereon. 

Mr. COBB said the Chair was right as to the 
practice, but he believed the practice was wrong. 
He would not now press the point, in the expec- 
tation that he should have an opportunity to vote 
upon it hereafter. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Harat- 
son’s motion to lay on the table, and was decided 
in the affirmative, as follows : 


ue 


a 


YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Bar- 
row, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Birdsall, Black, Botts, Bowdon, 
Boyd, Boydon, Brodhead, Wiiliam G. Brown, Buckner, 
3urt, Cabell, Chapman, Chase, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. 
Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Cocke, Crdstield, Crozier, Cummins, Daniel, Donnell, Garnett 
Dunean, Eckert, Featherston, Ficklin, Freneh, Fulton, 
Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, 
Hammons, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Hill, George 8. 
Houston,Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jamieson, Andrew John- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Jolin W. Jones, 
Kaufman, Kennon, Thomas Butler King, La Sére, Levin, 
Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, McKay, McLane, Meade, Miller, 
Morehead, Nicoll, Outlaw, Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Pres- 
ton, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Roman, Shepperd, Simpson, 
Sims, Stanton, Stephens, Thibodeaux, Thomas, ‘Tompkins, 
Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, 
Toombs, Turner, Venable, and Willinms—$94. ° 

NAYS—Mesers. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Bingham, 
Blanchard, Butler, Canby, Cathcart, Collamer, Collins, 
Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, 
Duer, Dunn, Edsall, Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, 
Faran, Farrelly, Fisher, Freedicy, Fries, Giddings, Gott, 
Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K, Hail, James G. Hamp- 
ton, Moses Himpton, Henley, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, John 
W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 

Irvin, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, 

*. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Lincoln, 
MecCieiland, Melivaine, Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morris, 
Mullin, Newall. Palfrey, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Pollock, 
Putnam, Jnlius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Rose, Root, 
St. Jobn, Sawyer, Schenck, Sherrill, Caleb B. Smith, Tra- 
man Smith, Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Strohm, Syl 
vester, Tallmadge, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Tiurston, Tuck, Warren, Wentworth, White, and Wil 
son—ss, 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, it was 
Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pensions be requested 
| to send to this House the declaration of Henry Haynes tor 
the purpose of procuring a pension, and the papers and evi- 
dences accompanying the same, and that the same be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. SCHENCK, it was 

Resolved, That William A. Poor, of Maryland, have leave 
to withdraw his petition and papers from the files of this 
House, to be used by the petitioner in prosecuting his claim 
at the Executive Departments. 


On motion of Mr. FRIES, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fur- 
| nish the Committee on Invalid Pensions with the papers of 
Arthur Wilson, an invalid pensioner; also, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions with the papers of Sainuel Pool, 
an applicant for pension. 


On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was 








-» 
1845. 
Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pensions be requested 
ro deliver to the Clerk of this House the papers on tile in his 
office relating to the application of Sarah Punter fora pen- 
con. and that they be referred to the Committee on Revo 
jaat onary Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. DICK INSON, it was ; And whereas tie people, as sovereign and as payers ot the 26th of ebruary, R45. * 
Resolved, ‘Vhat the Committee on Indian Atlairs be in- roti, > ail any at ae na 7 blowd, hon : right eee s By Mr. HARMANSON: A bill providing for ey 
o ina j he exp “y of e forthe || ™ ‘i all circumstances to Know what specific “tis " . »* , . 
structed to inquire inte the expedicucy of providing for the sivnened ts 66 beceinetichad Or a me speciae obiectls the final setilentent of certain confirmed clainrs in 
vijusuueont @f the unpaid claims due by members of the oe sro he wecampiished by a war prosecuted ti the “ } os a Bs 
VWrandot indians to the citizens of tie United States, agree. | Me Ane At their cast: Lonisiana, and for other purposes, ['This bill was 
aply to the sipulations of the sixth article of the treaty with an dw VACRS Oe peo have pot, in due constitutional | introduced under a suspension of the rules.] 
iat people, concluded Mareh 17, 1842. ‘tat hiieknar the Bi cenate ce bee ae Congress, Gectared Also, a bill to grant lands to certain parishes in 
ion of Mr. RICHEY, it was cific object the came aia ee or declared for what || 40 State of Louisiana as a leveeing fund 
On motion ot wir. Ri©G uX,it was specific oljcet the same shall be prosecuted : the State of Lousiana as a feveeing tund, 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be insiructed to inquire into the expediency of granting to 


widows who were marrted to revolutionary officers or sol- |, able lives sacrificed inthe prosecution of the existing war at - CATHCART. 1} educe th 
diers prior to the year 1512 ail the benefit of the several acts |) with Mexico, it is incumbent on those public functionaries By Mr. C AT ri ART: A bill SO FREUCS ING : 
and resolutions passed or to be passed in favor of widows Who projected and are directing the said war, to communi- minimum price of the Miami lands in Indiana. 


who were married to revoluuionary oilicers or soldiers prior 
to the year 1794. 

On motion of Mr. LAHM, it was 

Resolved, That the papers on file in the Clerk's office in 
relation to the application of James liillman, of Ohio, fora 


Whereas, in the judgment of this House, the people of 
the United States, by the terms of the Consutution and the 
gentus olourGovernment, are sovereigu,and that with them, 
through their Representatives in Ce 


ngress, rests Lie ques- 
lion of war, on 


of the highest attribures of sovervignty : 











Aud whereas millions of the people’s money have been 


expended, an onerous debt incurred, and thousands of valu 


cate to this House, for the information of the true sovereign, 
the peopie, tu epecifie object tuo be acconiplished by the 
prosecution of the war wit Mexico, and specifically the 
means by which the objectis to be accompitshed: There- 


tore, 
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$y Mr. FARAN: A bill to amend the act en- 


titled **An act extending the jurisdiction of the 
district courts to certain cases upon the lakes and 
navigable waters connecting the same," approved 


By Mr. LA SERE: A bill for the relief of Wil- 


liam DeBuys, late postmaster at New Orleans. 


By Mr. SMITH, of Iiinots: A bill to grant to 


the State of Ilinois the right of way through the 
public lands, and for other purposes 


By Mr. TURNER: A bill to amend an act en- 


























diesolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


neusiou, be taken froin the files, and that the same be rcfer- ' 
pensio i i t ‘ he reter spectiully requested, tf in his opinion itwill notconflict with 


titled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of the 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


sales of the publie lands, and to grant preemption 






‘rs are , , ; ps | graduate the price of the public lands to actual set- 
, ae are allowed to dv upon the balance of the public States with clothing in kind. tlers, and for other purposes. 
‘ ' Mr. WENTWORTH move resoluti - 3y Mr. DICKINSON : Of a bill for the im- 
Mr. ROBINSON offered the following resolu- Serine the. Penside RT H m ved 8 resolution, o By oe me ; etude Ciera’ Nadie 
tion, slice tamindinetiemies erring the President’s message in relation to the | provement and protection of the folic gh 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be i veto of the river and harbor bill, to the Committee || on Lake Erie, in the State of Ohio, to wit: the 
; ‘ \ 2 C , I y Affairs be in- sc ae’ ; : > t 
: structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law |, 0 Commerce, with instructions; which was de- || head and mouth of Sandusky bay; the harbor at 
/ for the compensation of Stat adjutant generals for services || cided out of order by the Speaker. Huron; the harbor at Vermillion; the harber at 4 
1 in reference to raising and forwarding volunteers to their . ' sa . . ‘ k ri and the harbor at Perrysburg. in 
; places of rendezvous, and in superintending the same until | On motion of Mr. WENTWORT H, Mwas | - ~ Mr. SMITH of Indiana: OF a bill to dis- : 
. they are mustered into service, and of making such law re- || _ Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire ee eres econ i ag f th e 
; truspective. whether any alteration of the Constitution of the United || courage speculations in. the public lands t - 4 +.) 
; ‘ | States is necessary in order to refer the election of either Jni States and to appropriate them in limite 2: 
On motion of Mr. WICK, it was Ie ; | postmasters, or land officers, or revenue officers, or officers United er etual sai P ue 
; Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- || of any other kind now appointed by the President, by and quantities ac iat a oes d the vit dy a 
° structed to inquire into the expediency of extending the || with the advice and consent of the Senate, directly to the | By Mr. H ENLEY: Of a bill to extend the right “3 
[ bounty land law, or some such modification thereof, so as to || people; and if no such alteration is necessary, then to in- || of suffrage to all white male inhabitants of the Dis- Bi 
. ng Colter a the hia oars ad are twas | Seat, te expediency of feporne & hil tering ihe | trict of Columbia who have resided therein twelve i 
F ae s A e of such officers directly to the people, from and a : see ° ° a 
Great Britain, | the 4th or March, 1850. ’ months port ea the election at which they | 
On motion of Mr. DUNN, it was J 1 sea Ae : i m4 
; ’ ee : BILLS INTRODUCED. ’ " * be ’ 
i Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 4 5 i oar F By Mr. TOMPKINS: Ofa bill to — end ea 
. structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law Previous notice having been heretofore given, | sions for all the officers and soldiers, regular an é 
, haan —. to the ye - the officers — soldiers || bills were introduced as follows: volunteer, who have been injured and —— ‘ 
3 ed in battle the amount of all treasury notes, other prop- ‘ SINT. ‘ . * : ; ice i Xisting war wit aif 
erty, or money, in the possession of such officer or soldier | By Mr. COGGIN: A bill making patteee ap- | ly disabled in the service in the existing 
at his death, and which was lost in consequence thereof. propriations of land to satisfy Virginia military | Mexico. : ¢ 
E On motion of Mr. HENLEY, it was || land warrants for services during the revolution- By Mr. FICKLIN: Of a bill to cede to the sev- & 
: Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- || ary war, and for other purposes connected with || eral States, on certain conditions, the public lands ‘3 
a structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the | said services. within their respective limits. dd &, 
mevental ame act aE o— & regiment 6f | By Mr. CROZIER: A bill to promote the edu- Also, a bill to grant tg the State of Illinois alter- : 
e é > ° e . i . = 2 _ wt 
he auminen Gene naeeeras May 9 cam on ‘eneate cation of the indigent deaf and dumb; which was || nate sections of land afong the line of the Cairo ep 
- for the discharge of all such non-commissioned officers and || read twice and referred to the Committee on Public \\ and Chicago railroad, to aid in its completion. 
f Privates of said regiment as may desire it at the termination | Lands. \} By Mr. McKAY: Of a joint resolution autho- ; 
" ofthe present war with Mexico. By Mr. TAYLOR: A bill to extend the time || rizing and directing certain reports and public doc- 





the public interests, to inform this House what speeitie ob- 
. > Fr reNT AT , ! 9 OT Hh Ub Wiis een ie oes ie . _ 
On motion of Mr. KENNON, it was ject he proposes to wecomplish by the prosccution of the war | TIghts,”” approve d September 4, 141. ty 
Resolved, That the papers in the case of Bryan, Manypen- With Mexico, and specifically-by what means he proposes By Mr. LINCOLN: A bill to amend an act 
ny & Co., be taken from the files of the House and reterred the accompiishinent of the ohject; and, 


to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. FISHER moved the following resolution, 
which was read, and laid over under the rule: 
Resolved, That the Scerctary of the ‘Treasury is hereby 


requested to communicate to this House, at his earliest con- , 


venience, tie amount of inoney, in the aggregate, paid or 
due tor services to the officerssand clerks of tue independ- 
ent treasury since Mt look effect to the Ist day of January, 
ieds; and, furtiery that he communicate, in detail, the 
anount of public money transterred, by whom, in what 
maoner, and to what places transterred, under the independ- 
eut treasury law, with the cost of transterring the same, 
either directly or indirectly. 


Mr. HAMMONS moved to reconsider the vote 


: 7 ren , | thei the right of suffrage and representation in the Congress . aan . ao :* 
by which the resolution referring the papers of | of the United States? > i and equalize the compensation of the district at- a 
James Hillman to the Committee on invalid Pen- dth. Is it intended to despoil the Mexican churches or ™ torneys of the United States. ; ah 2 
sions was passed. Seca n their property or estates, or to levy contribu- sy Mr. LUMPKIN: Of a bill to divide the . 
. > (ons on either, lo aid in paying the expenses of subjugating Yenta y Georcia it oO 7 ics istricts 

Mr. FARAN requested that the motion to recon- | the people? paytng the expenses of rubjuzaung || State of Georgia into two judic ial distr ee bill 4 

) : : ~ © e ta . Puy . ( aS n e ,ssee * - ; 
sider might be laid over for a day or two; which Sth. Is it intended, in the event of conquest, that the titles sy Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee : Of a bil! to ; 


was assented to by Mr. Hammons. 
On motion of Mr. LA SERE, it was 


Resolved, ‘That the Coumittce on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into and report upon the expediency and 
necessity of establishing a naval depét at or near the city of 
New Orleans. 


Mr. WICK offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of directing, by law, 
that naval otlicers, while at the seat of government, on leave 
or duty, shall appear in the dress or undress uniform of their 
proper rank and corps respectively. . 


The resolution was disagreed to. 
On motion of Mr. CATHCART, it was 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Public Lauds be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the Sth 
section of the act to raise for a limited time an additional 
military force, aud for other purposes, approved February 
11, 1847, so that those soldiers who have, by their services 
in Mexico, entitled themselves to warrants under said act, 
wd who are preémption claimants upon the Miami lands 
in Indiana, may be permitted to lay their warrants upon 
leir improvements, as others who are both soldiers and 


Mr. TOMPKINS moved the following pream- 


Je and resolutions, which were read, and laid over 
under the rule: 


ist. Whether or not it is his object and design to subiugate 
the whole of the Mexican people, and to conquer and hold 
the wioie of the Mexican territory, or any portion of the 
said people, or any part of the said territory, and wiat por- 
tion and what part? 

2d. In the event of subjugation and conquest, partial or 
entire, What does he propose to do with the people subju- 
gated and the territory conquered and held? Is it his objeet 
aud design to organize governments there? If so, what 
kind and character of government shall be vouchsafed to the 
subjugaied Mexicans, civil or military, republican or other- 
Wise, territorial merely, or as free States, tobe admitted into 
this Union? 

3d. What rights, civil and political, are to be extended to 
the subjugated Mexicans? Is it intended to guaranty to 


of individuals to land in the conquered territory shall be 


; respected? 


And, 611. What proportion of the fertile and valuable 
land situated within the territory propused to be conquer- 


ed and held is unappropriated to individual claimants or 
owners? 


_On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Missis- 
sippl, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a mail route from Meinphis, ‘lennessee, via Robin- 
son’s, Llewellyn’s Cross Roads, College Hill, to Oxford, 
Mississippi ; also, from Ripley, Mivsissippi, via Caimpbell- 
town, to Aberdeen, Mississippi. 


On motion of Mr. FEATHERSTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Ottice and Post | 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


| lishing @ post route from Bellefontaine to Grenada, in the 


State of Mississippi. 


On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and necessity of fur- 
nishing non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates 
in the volunteer corps now in the service of the United 


for locating Virginia military land warrants, and 


| returning surveys thereon to the General Land 
\) Office. 





dittonal military foree, and for other purposes, 
approved kebruary 11, 1847. 


entited “ An act to raise for a limited time an ad- 


Yy 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Notices of motions for leave to intreduce bills 


were given as follows: 


By Mr. McKAY: Ofa bill to regulate the cost 


of collecting the revenue from customs, and also 


to require all public moneys, from whatsoever 
sources received, to be paid into the treasury be- 
fore the same can be disbursed. 

By Mr. COBB, of Georgia: Of a bill to regulate 


change the title of an act, approved on the 10th 
day of August, 1846, entitled “* An act to establish 
the Smithsonian Institution for the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge among men,”’ to that ef the 
“ Washington University for the benefit of the in- 
digent children of the District of Columbia,” in 
memory of and out of respect to George Washing- 
ton, the Father of his Country. 

By Mr. COCKE: Of a bill to repeal so much of 


the first section of an act approved June 18, 1846, 
as authorizes the President of the United States, 


when the war with Mexico shall be terminated by 
atreaty of peace, to select from the number of 
major generals and brigadier generals then in ser- 
vice ‘the number to be retained without regard 
to the date of their commissions.’”’ 

By Mr. STANTON : Of a bill for the relief of 


| the heirs of Matthew Rea, a lieutenaat in the rev- 


olutionary war. 


By Mr. SAWYER: Of a bill to reduce and 


"uments, which are required by law to be made by 


| the President and the several executive depart- 


ments to either or both Houses of Congress, to be 





















































































Pe ns ot 


prepared and printed ready for delivery at the com- | 


mencement of each session. 


By Mr. SMITH, of Illinois: Of a joint resoh- 


tion explanatory of the 9th section of the act of | 


February 
limited time, an additional military force, and for 
other purposes,” 

By Mr. TURNER: Of a joint resolution annex- 
ing New Mexico and Upper and Lower California 
to the United States, and to extend the laws of the 
United States over said territories. 

And then the House adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 17, 1848. 


Mr. BRADBURY presented the credentials of 
Mr. Wyman B.S. Moor, appointed by the Gov- 
ernor of Maine to fill the vacancy occasioned by 


TEs COW 


11, 1847, entitled ** An act to raise, for a | 


the death of Mr. Fasrnrieco. Mr. Moor was duly 


qualified and took-his seat. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 


ate a report from the Commissioner of the Public | 


Buildings, showing the expenditures made during 
the year 1847. 
Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he would, to- 


morrow, ask leave to introduce ** A bill to make | 
attachments which are made under process issuing | 


from the courts of the United States, conform to 


the laws regulating such attachments in the courts | 


of the States.”’ 
Mr. WEBSTER said, that if it should be the 


eee of the Senate to allow him the indulgence, | 
It | 


was the same bill which had passed the Senate | 


ve would shortly state the ov of the bill. 


last session, without opposition, and was reported 


by the chairman of the Committee on the Judi- | 


ciary. Tle would ask the indulgence of the Senate 


and of the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, | 
10 allow the bill to pass, without being again re- | 
ferred,in order to prevent delay, as immediate ac- 

: | 


tion on it was of great importance. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the | 


petition of Susan Decatur, widow of the late Com- 
modore Stephen Decatur, praying the renewal of 
her pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. FELCH presented the memorial of Asa | 
Whitney, praying for a grant of land to enable | 
him to construct a railroad from Luke Michigan | 


to the Pacific ocean; which was referred to the || 


Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be | 


printed. 
Also, the memorial of A. Edwards, register of 


the land office at Kalamazoo, Michigan, praying 


the repayment of money advanced by him for ex- 
tra clerk hire; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, 


Also, the petition of Charles Richmond, pray- | 


ing compensation for services as special marshal | 


during the disturbances in the provinces of Upper 


and Lower Canada, in the years 1839 and 1840; | 


which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of A, | 


Ww. and J. H. Foster, editors of the * Pittsburg 
Daily Dispatch,’’ praying that the list of letters | 
remaining in the post office at Pittsburg may, in | 


compliance with law, be published in their news- 


paper, it having the largest circulation; which was | 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads. 


Also, the memorial of the Provident Association 


of Clerks, in the city of Washington, praying cer- 


tain amendments to the charter of said association; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- | 


trict of Columbia, 


Also, a memorial of the Caln Quarterly Meeting | 


of the Religious Society of Friends, praying the 
abolition of slavery in the United States, and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia, and be- 


tween the several States; a memorial of the Asso- | 
ciation of Friends for promoting the abolition of | 


slavery, and improving the condition of the free 
people of color, praying the abolition of slavery in 


the District of Columbia and Territories of the | 


United States, and of the slave trade between the 
States, the prohibition of* slavery where it does 


not already exist, and the repeal of all laws pro- | 
viding for the arrest of fugitive slaves; and six | 


petitions of inhabitants of Pennsylvania, praying 


the adoption of measures for abolishing slavery 
nw . 7 . } 
The motions to receive | 


throughout the Union. 
were severally laid upon the table. 


| Mr. HANNEGAN presented the petition of 
|| Robert Piatt, only surviving son of Major Daniel 
|} Piatt, praying the payment of an undrawn portion 
of seven years’ half-pay due him under the resolve 
of Congress of 24th August, 1780; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Robert Piatt, praying a final 
| settlement of his account as a deputy purchasing 
commissary; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented the petition of James 
Wilkins, praying payment for cattle taken by In- 
dians in Florida; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Afiatrs. 

Mr. ‘TURNEY presented resolutions passed by 
the Legislature of ‘Tennessee, approving the plan 
proposed by Asa Whitney for constructing a rail- 
road from Lake Michigan to the Pacific ocean, 
and in favor of a grant of public Jand for that ob- 
ject; which was referred to the Commitiee on 
Roads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CORWIN presented the petition of A. G. 
Melvin and others, citizens of the United States, 
praying that the public domain may be given in 
suitable quantities to actual settlers, without price; 


i 


Lands. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, praying 
the adoption of measures for the reéstablishment 
of peace between the United States and Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Ohio, praying 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, and the slave trade between the States; the 
motion to receive which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. BREESE presented a memorial of citizens 
of Illinois, praying that the right of preémpuon 
may be granted to the Illinois Central Railroad 
Compuny to the lands over which it is proposed 
to construct their road; which was referred tu the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the peti- 
tion of Robert M. Martin, a volunteer in the war 
with Mexico, praying to be allowed bounty land; 


‘| which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of 
Mary M. Telfair, heir of Israel Pearce, praying 
the payment of certain final settlement certificates; 


tionary Claims. 
On motion by Mr. STURGEON, it was 


fairs. 


On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was 


of the Senate, be referred to the Comuinittee on Private Land 
Claims. 


On motion by HUNTER, it was 


leave to withdraw his petivon and papers. 


On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the widow of Samuel Gibbs have leave to 
Withdraw her petition aud papers. 


On motion by Mr. MILLER, it was 
Ordered, That George Townley have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 


Mr. MANGUM, from the Select Committee 





to whom was referred a motion authorizing the | 
rovided for |) 
the reporter of the Senate and his assistants, upon | 
the floor, in submitting a report, remarked, that | 


Vice President to cause desks to be 


upon examination of the subject referred to the 


venience, suitable accommodation could be afford- 


of eee the proposed acconimodation. 


and on concurrence therewith, it was 





date each one reporter. 


Mr. MANGUM, by direction of the same com- 
mittee, submitted the following resolution for con- 
sideration : 


Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed | 


by the Vice President, to inquire into the expediency of re- 


moving the reporters from the marble gallery to more suit- | 
able places to be provided for them at the ends of the circular | 


gallery, and of preparing the marble gallery for the use of 
the ladies. 
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which was referred to the Committee on Public 


which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 


| Gréered, ‘That tie petition of ‘Titian R. Peale, on the files 
| of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval Af- || 


Ordered, Tiiat tie petition of Moses E. Levy, on the files | 


Ordered, That tue administrator of Isaac Garretson have 


committee, it was found, that without any incon- || 


ed to the reporters of the Senate on the floor of the || 
Chamber; and, as it was of course very desirable | 
that every proper facility should be extended to | 
them, the committee unanimously reported in favor || 


‘The Senate proceeded to consider the report, 


Ordered, That the Sceretary of the Senate have two | 
moveable desks provided, as soon as may be, in the angles of | 
the Senate Chamber, at the ends of the Chord, to accommo- | 


Jan. 17, 


Mr. BREESE. I had the honor of serving on 
the special committee, of which the honorable 
Senator, [Mr. Maneum,] who has offered the 
resolution, was the chairman, and | concurred jn 
the report. At the same time, sir, I must say, that 
when in committee I was anxious the report 
should embrace the subject-matter of the resolution 
now offered, as I believed then, as I do now be. 
lieve, that a much more commodions position for 
the reporters can be had in the Chamber than they 
now occupy; but it was thought we had not the 
power under the resolution to make any sugzes- 
tion upon the subject. Accordingly, and to get the 
power, the honorable chairman was instructed by 
the committee to report the resolution he has re- 
ported, and which is now before the Senate for 
consideration. I hope, sir, it will be adopted, as 
I feel assured the committee to be raised by it wil) 
report a plan which will be acceptable to the Sen- 
ate, by which the reporters will be better accom- 
modated than they now are, and the ladies also, 
by properly fitting up the marble gallery now oc- 
ones by the reporters. 
he resolution was considered by unanimous 
eonsent and agreed to: Whereupon, 
Mr. Manevm, Mr. Sevier, Mr. Berrien, Mr, 
Breese, and Mr. ALLEN, were appointed the com- 
| mittee. 
Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Enrolled 
| Bills, reported that they presented to the President 
of the United States, on the 14th instant, the bill to 
' authorize the issuing of a register to the barque 
| Canton. 


A message was received from the President of 
| the United States, by Mr. Warker, his Secretary, 
| informing the Senate that he had approved and 
| signed the bill to authorize the issuing of a register 
_ to the barque Canton. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
| of Nathaniel Kuykendall; which was read a first 
|; time. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, reported a bill to provide for the compen- 
| sation of Samuel Leech, for services in the investi- 
| gation of the suspended sales in the Mineral Point 

district, Wisconsin; which was read a first time. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
|| mittee on Pensions, reported a bill granting a pen- 
|| sion to Abigail Garland, widow of David Garland, 
| deceased; which was read a first time. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
| Brownell; which was read a first time. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee of 

Claims, asked to be discharged from the further 
| consideration of the petition of Amos Holton. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution 


for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Department of War 
| farnish the Senate with the report and map of the examina- 
tion of New Mexico, made by LieutenantJ. W. Abert, corps 
of Topographical Engineers, while attached to the command 
of General Kearny. 


Mr.CAMERON submitted the following, which 


was ordered to be printed : 

Whereas, a defalcation is reported to have oceurred in 
the United States mint at Philadelphia, which by law is 
made a depository of. the public money : 

Kesolved, therefore, That the Senate will appoint a com- 
mittee from its body to examine the books, vouchers, and 
| money in the inint, with authority to command the attend- 
ance, and examine them upon oath, of all the persons em- 
| ployed by the Government there. 


Or motion by Mr. BERRIEN, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads be instructed to inquire whether any and what legis- 
| lation is necessary to secure the more regular and speedy 
transmission of the great Northern and Southern mail; and 
that they have leave to report by bill, resolution, or other- 


| wise. 
| Mr. DAYTON, 








On motion b 
Resolved, That the Solicitor of the Treasury be directed to 
/} communicate to the Senate copies of the articles of submis- 
sion, the awaid, the opinion of the arbitrator, and the pro- 
ceedings and the minutes in his possession connected there- 
| wjth, in the matter of the Pea Patch Island, before the Hon. 

John Sergeant, sole arbitrator, appointed by the parties in 
interest to decide upon the title to said island. 


GENERAL SCOTT’S PLAN. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


Maneum, came up for consideration : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to lay before the Senate all the plans, estimat:8, 
|| and ealculations presented by General Scott, as in his 
‘| opinion being best adapted to obtain the objects of the war; 


| 
| 
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and his opinion touching means necessary to the military 
accomplish the @hjects of our Government, in any and all 
alternative Views, that have been considered by the Execu- 
tive or suggested by Scott to bring the war with Mexico to 
a close; if not inconsistent, in the opinion of the President, 
with the pnblic service. 

Mr. CASS. I would ask the Senator to con- 
sent to the tponement of the consideration of 
the resolution ull to-morrow. The Senator from 
Arkansas (Mr. Sevier] is absent, and there can 
be no harm from twenty-four hours’ delay. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have no objection to post- 
ponement, except that the information sought by 
the resolution 1s of vast importance to the torma- 
tion of an intelligent opinion in reference to meas- 
ures now pending before the Senate; and which, 
allow me to say, are pushed to a consummation 
with a degree of zeal and pertinacity which | have 
rarely witnessed upon any occasion so early in the 
session. It would give me great pleasure to com- 
ply with the suggestion of the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, were it not that the information 
which is desired is of the very highest importance 
at this very moment, in order to enable the Senate 
to act intelligently. I hope, therefore, that the 
Senate will proceed to the consideration of the res- 
olution. I will make no other remark unless it 
should be deemed necessary. I hope the resolu- 
tion will be adopted. 

Mr. CASS. Ido hope the Senator from North 
Carolina will consent to a postponement of the res- 
olution. If he do not, 1 must be compelled to vote 
against it. I cannot conceive that, in the present 
condition of affairs, whilst we are actually engaged 
in war, it would be proper to communicate the 
plans of the Government. It would give the enemy 
information vastly useful to them in making their 
preparations. We can easily conceive that such 
would be the case. It is true that the usual dis- 
cretionary power is given to the Executive, but l 
conceive that the objection which I have just stated 
has sufficient force to make the call improper at 
this time. The Senator says that the measures 
before the Senate have been pushed very perti- 
naciously. 1 cannot conceive why the Senator has 
made such an assertion. The bill for raising ten 
regiments was introduced three weeks since—four 
weeks since, I believe—and we are now in the 
second week of its discussion. There has been 
no disposition in any part of the Senate to force 
that bill through without discussion. All we have 
asked is, that it should be considered, discussed, 
and voted upon. If this be ‘* pertinacity,’’ we are 
pertinacious. But 1 do not think that this is per- 
tinacity. Ido not say that there is an instanta- 
neous need of this additional force. But 1 hold, 
as was better said by the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] than it can be said by 
me, that that force ought to be raised and sent to 
Mexico before the sickly season sets in; and that, 
in order to effect that, we should hasten our prepa- 
rations as much as possible. It will take some 
time to put the bill through the Senate, and still 
longer in the House. We may be advanced far 
in the session, do the best we can, before these bills 
can be passed, and the Government be put in pos- 
session of this force. I repeat, then, that I cannot 
perceive any ground for the charge that the meas- 
ure has been pertinaciously urged upon the Senate. 
I renew the suggestion, that the resolution be allow- 
ed to lie over ull to-morrow. 


Mr MANGUM. I did not charge pertinacity, 


in reference to this measure, upon any portion of | 


the Senate. I alluded exclusively to the honorable 


chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs; | 
and I submit to the Senate, and to all who have | 
observed the proceedings of tie body in reference | 


to this measure, whether the charge has not been 
sustained by the facts. Sir, when the honorable 
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Senator from South Carolina was about to be de- | 


nied the benefit of the usual course of the Senate 


in reference to the consideration of his resolutions, | 


I appeal to the recollection of Senators, whether I 


there was not great pertinacity exhibited in the 
effort to refuse h 

the Senate. All must remember the events of last 
Thursday—the repeated cails of the yeas and nays 


on the question of adjournment, with reference to | 


this very question. Ali must remember the earn- 
estness with which the honorable chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs urged the neces- 
sity of early, if not immediate, action on the bill 
before them. However, I leave that, sir, as a 
small matter, and pass to one of vastly greater 


im an Opportunity of addressing | 


|| sir, the resolution wi 
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Mr. MANGUM. I mean it in no improper 
sense. I imputed to the Senator only a marked 
degree of zeal and pertinacity. 

r. CASS. No one knows better than I do the 
courteous and honorable bearing of the gentleman 
from North Carolina. He may, like all of us at 
times, under the influence of party zeal, from 
which none, perhaps, are wholly free, use harsher 
expressions than need be; but his present charge, 
| as applicable to me in any circumstances, is incor- 
heved to be entertained by him. I hold, sir, that || rect, and I mean to prove that it is so to his satis- 
the great legislative faculty of the country should |! faction. He instances two facts in support of his 
not be exercised at all upon a question so moment- || allegation: first, that I opposed the discussion of 
ous as this, upon mere faith reposed in the Execu- || the resolutions of the honorable Senator from South 


here by the honorable Senator this morning, that 
it would be eminently improper for the Congress 
of the United States to be informed of the Execu- 
tive’s designs and the Executive’s instructions to 
the commander-in-chief of the army in Mexico. 
I protest, sir, most solemuly, against this attempt 
to exact that degree of faith from the legislative 
bodics of this country which shall induce them to 
rely upon an Executive who discloses only by 
glimpses, not even by halves, the purposes be- 


tive branch of the Government, who does not || Carolina. Now, | was not opposed to the discus- 
deign to communicate to us more than glimpses of || sion. I beg the honorable Senator’s pardon, but 


his policy. I regard it as so important that | look 


| he must allow me to remind him that I was in 
upon the question now pending as bringing up the 


A | favor of the discussion. 1 was anxious to extend 
great issue between despotism and liberty. Lregard || to the honorable Senator from South Carolina all 
the measures here presented to us—only half dis- || the indulgence which he asked. All I insisted on 


closed to us—as looking to a spirit of universal |) was, that if this most important bill were laid aside 


| it. 


domination, and an absolute conquest of the whole | 


of Mexico. If the country is ripe for that, in my 


poor judgment, the country is ready to surrender || 
its free institutions. The policy, as half disclosed 


by the honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, in the extract from a letter which 
was read here the other day, indicates, in my 
opinion, designs, from which the inference is in- 


evitable and cannot be resisted, that Executive || the Senate itself fell. 


policy seeks for universal domination in Mexico, 
and the conquest of the whole country. ‘That, in 
iny humble judgment, raises the question, dis- 


the one hand, and liberty on the other; and the 
more so, sir, as the Executive of this country does 
not deiga to communicate to us his views, and as 
the honorable chairman of the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, the trusted and able organ of the 
Administration here, tells us to our faces that it 
would be improper to communicate to us the de- 
signs of the Executive. I oppose, sir, such a course 
of policy; and I frankly say, that, under avowals 
of this character, anxious as | am to strengthen 
the arm of the Governmentefor all legitimate pur- 
poses—an anxiety which has been evinced by all 
iny votes upon this question—I shall feel myself 
driven to the necessity of refusing supplies, either 





| of my pertinacity in that case. 
| ment, ithas been many times a matter of conscience 


for the purpose of taking up a subject which, so 
far as it related to the measures immediately before 


| us, might be called abstract, as soon as an oppor- 
| tunity had been conceded to him to express his 
| views, the subject should be laid upon the table, 
; and the bill be taken up. 


That was the. only ob- 
jection that I ever made in reference to that matter; 
and that was precisely the arrangement into which 
Such, then, was the amount 
As to the adjourn- 


| with me to vote for adjournment, under the im- 
tinctly and emphatically, between despotism on | pression that we did i 

| Chamber than init; but here isa case in which the 
| interests of the country required prompt action, 
| and therefore I opposed the adjournment. 
| had before us a bill whose imporiance cannot well 
| be overrated, 
| ahalf hour’s discussion daily—six hours a week 
| allotted to one of the most important measures in 
j its consequences ever presented to the Senate! I 
| objected to adjourn over till Monday, and that is 
| adduced as another proof of my pertinacity! 
| Really, I cannot see it. 


ess mischief out of this 


We 


We had been giving to it one and 


Now, with respect to the motion before the 


| Senate, all I ask is, that this matter should be 
| allowed to lie over till to-morrow, when the hon- 


_ of men or money, for any increment of the army, || orable gentleman from Arkansas, (Mr. Sevrer,]} 
so long as this doctrine avowed by the Senator || specially charged with it, shall have collected the 


from Michigan shall be maintained. 


| necessary information. 


I do not say that it will 


Sir, my attention is directed to an order to which |; not be proper then to communicate the informa- 
I have noticed a reference, but now seen for the || tion, nor have | said that it would be improper to 


firsttime. 1 will not detain the Senate by reading 


I suppose it is familiar to other Senators. 1 


| understand that this order on the partof the general 


commanding-in-chief is to occupy every important 


| position throughout Mexico. 


A Senator. Read the first clause. 
Mr. MANGUM. This is marked ‘ order 376,” 
and is as follows: 
‘ HeaDQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
‘6 Mexico, December 15, 1847. 
“1. This army is about to spread it#eif over, and occupy 
the Republic of Mexico, until the latter shall sue for peace 
. in terms acceptable to the Government of the United States.” 
‘* The whole of the Republic!”’ Sir, it cannot 
be disguised. The disguises are too thin. The 
veil is too transparent. All the disavowals that we 
have had, that the President does not entertain any 
purpose of conquest, come at last to this, that the 
Executive means to illustrate his administration by 
absorbing the whole of Mexico, if the sense of the 
country will sustain him. I desire to know, sir, 
whether the general-in-chief, for any legitimate or 
proper or reasonable purpose, desires or has sug- 
gesied this increase of the army, amounting to 
thirty regiments, the bills for which are now upon 
your table. Yet we are not to have this informa- 
tion! It would be eminently improper to disclose 
the views of the Executive in regard to-Mexico! 
Disclose them to whom, sir? Not to the Mexi- 
cans. The general order of the commander-in- 
| chief has already disclosed his purposes, presumed 
to be the purposes of the Government in regard to 
the future policy, to the Mexicans themselves; but 
eminently improper to disclose them to the Ameri- 
can people, who, | trust, are not yet ripe for this 





| give any of the information which is sought. The 
| gentleman has asked, to whom the information is 
| to be disclosed? Why, to the Mexicans. I do not, 


of course, intend to say, that that is his object; 


| but that will be the effect of the resolution. 


Mr. MANGUM. The Senator misconceives 


|my meaning. The Mexicans have already had 


intelligence of the designs of the President to the 


| utmost limit; and if the information is withheld, 


it is because there is an unwillingness, somewhere, 
that it should be laid before the American people. 
As to the Mexicans, they have been already ad- 
vertised of the views of the Executive. 

Mr. CASS. If the Senator only wants that in- 





formation, the American people have got itas well 
as the Mexicans. I take it, Mr. President, that 
in all countries during the prosecution of a war, 
the specific plan of the cainpaign should not be 
made public. Surely, prudence requires that only 
the general intentions of the Executive Govern- 
ment should be made known in such circumstan- 
ces. But where, in the name of wonder, would be 
the sense in telling Mexico, that the Ist of June 
we mean to take Vera Cruz, and Puebla on the 
20th—that on such a day, such and such troops, or 
subsistence, or munitions of war, would be de- 
spatched to a certain point? It is not the specific, 


| identical plans of campaign roade between the 


commander-in-chief and the Government, which 
should be laid before the Legislature of the country 
and the enemy. A thousand reasons will oceur to 
everybody, showing that such a procedure, if not 
impossible, would be highly injurious. I repeat, 
there is no wish to refuse any information which 


| scheme of wholesale rapacity and rapine, in which || may, with propriety and safety, be communicated. 
| I fear we have oon too much indulged. I hope, 
] 


be adopted. 
| Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator from North 


| Carolina, from a general charge has proceeded to 
| make an individual charge. He charges me with 
importance. I allude to the sentiment enunciated |) pertinacious obstinacy. 


My only object is to delay action on this resolu- 
tion for a short time, until the necessary informa- 
tion can be supplied. All I contend for is, that 
the broad principle assumed by the honorable Sen- 
ator from North Carolina, is neither safe in itself, 
nor justified by the practice of any government— 
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to wit: that at all times it is right to call upon the 
~xecutive to disclose its specific plans of carrying 
onawar. ‘The adoption of such a principle, it is 


obvious, would be attended with the most injurious 


; consequence 8. 


Now, with respect to the progress of the war, 
it is said that General Scott is going on from town 
to town, and from city to city, conquering all 
before him. Jam very glad to hear it. | hope 
that the commanding general will continue to go 
on in this way. If he does so, l have no doubt 
he will conquer Mexican obstinacy and thus con- 
quer a peace. I have already expressed my opin- 
ions with regard to the war in Mexico, and have 
nothing to say on the subject now, except to tell 
the Senator from North Carolina, what I had the 
honor to say to the Senator from South Carolina, 
that the adoption of any resolutions in this Senate 
with regard to any danger—if danger there be—in 
the progress of this war, would be but as the idle 
wind. You might as well stand by the cataract 
of Niagara, and say to its waters * tlow not, ”’ as 
to the American people “ annex not territory,” if 
they choose to annex it. tis the refusal of the 
Mexican people to do us justice that prolongs this 
war. [tis that which operates on the public mind 
and leads the Senator from North Carolina to ap- 
prebend a state of things which he fears, but 
which, for myself, 1 donot anticipate. Let me 
say, Mr. President, that it takes a great deal to kill 
this country. We have had an alarming crisis 
almost every year as long as I can recollect. I 
came on the public stage as a spectator before Mr. 
Jefferson was elected. That was acrisis. Then 
came the embargo crisis—the crisis of the non-in- 


tercourse—of the war—of the bank—of the tariff 
—of the removal of the deposites—and a score of 


others. But we have outlived them all, and ad- 
vanced in all the elements of power and prosperity 
with a rapidity heretofore unknown in the history 
of nations. If we should swallow Mexico to-mor- 
row, | do not believe it would kill us. ‘The Sena- 
tor from North Carolina and wyself may not live 


to see it, but Tam by no means satisfied that the | 
day will not come in which the whole of the vast | 


country around us will form one of the most mag- 
nificent empires that the world has yet seen—glo- 


rious in its prosperity, and still more glorious in | 


the establishment and perpetuation of the princi- 


ples of free government and the blessings which || 


they bring with them. 

Mr. ALLEN. 
lution was before the Senate at all, and therefore 
it will not be supposed that I intend to address the 
Senate on its subject-matter. It seems to me, sir, 


I was not aware that this reso- | 


that this Government has always proceeded upon | 
the assumption that in certain cases it Is proper to 


refrain from giving publicity to some portions of 
the public business until the whole has been con- 
summated, I[t is upon that ground that these 
doors are so often closed upon the public. It is 
upon that ground that this Senate has so often 
refused, also, to entertain resolutions calling for 
matter touching the foreign relations of the coun- 
try before the matter was consummated. For the 
same reason, a part of the appropriations of this 
Government to the ** secret-service fund”? is placed 
under the guarantee of the President’s honor, and 
he turns the key and closes the door upon the 
public with regard to that secret-service money. 


1 speak of these things, sir, as evidence of the fact, | 


that thus far this Government has proceeded upon 
the ground that some parts of the public business, 
in some stages of its transaction, ought to be with- 
held from the general observation of the world. 
Where the line should be drawn, sir, is a great 
and a delicate question. How much, if any, of 
the public business should be so withheld from the 
notice of the public is a very serious question, and 


one on which I entertain opinions quite different | 
from those so often expressed by most of the mem- | 


bers of this body. The line I think to be this: that 
whenever the act sought to be made public barely 


affects the relations between any branch of the | 
Government and its own constituency, it ought to | 
be made public, every part and parcel of it; but | 
when the act sought to be disclosed affects the re- | 


Jations of our Government with a foreien Govern- 
ment, then the national interests and the national 
safety may require that, until all is consummated, 
none should be made known. Hence the resolu- 
tion, which I have submitted so often in this body, 
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always the exception as to treaties, and that ex- 
ception predicated upon the reasons which I have 
given. 

I am not prepared to say whether I shall vote for 
or against this resolution, because | have read it 
only this morning, and not ten minutes ago. | 
desire an opportunity to examine the resolution. 
[ wish to ascertain whether any of the information 
there called for, would, if disclosed, of whatever 
character it may be, prejudice the interest of the 
country. Perhaps, sir, in a time of war, when so 
large national interests are involved—perhaps, in 
such circumstances, a great deal more than ordina- 
ry care should be taken to sce, that in our anxiety 
to bring everything before the public, we do not 
inflict injury on the public interests. But, as I 
said, I will not go into this business. I will go as 
far as the farthest man here, in a general resolution, 
describing what part of the public business shall be 
kept secret, and what shall be made public. The 
sentiments of the Senate in regard to the question 


vary with the cases which exist at the moment, , 


as everybody knows; and the same vote which 
closes the doors to-day may open them to-mor- 
row. Weought to havea general rule, applicable 
to all cases. | remember a famous struggle which 
we had upon this floor, in regard to a resolution 
which L had the honor to submit, calling for cer- 
tain military orders issued by President ‘Tyler, the 
object of which was to transfer a portion of the 
regular forces of the United States near to the scene 
which was going on in one of the States of the 
Union, involving a question of its constitutional 
government. Well, upon that subject the Senate 
would not entertain the proposition, ‘They laid it 
upon the table and kept it there, in defiance of all 
the efforts which I could make to getitup. Lal- 
leged that if rumor were correct, the President 
was doing a thing he had no right to do, and which 
seriously perilled the public peace, and, what was 
more, the public rights of a portion of the citizens 
of the country. ‘The Senate, however, thought 
that it was not proper to call for the documents. [ 
will not say that in that case the Senate was wrong, 
and that I was right; “but I speak of this as one of 
the historical reminiscences of the past, to which 
we ought sometimes to refer when we start propo- 
sitions of this kind, and which may reflect some 
light upon the case now before us. 
self to vote for the most ultra resolution which any 
man can conceive, for which he will himself vote, 
laying down a general rule with regard to the de- 
scripuon of public business to which this Senate 


has a right, and for which they have a right to call. | 
I say, therefore, to the Senater from North Caro- | 


lina, let him draw up a general resolution, declar- 
atory of the rights of the Senate upon this subject, 


and he cannot carry his resolution too far—he can, | 
not throw open the door too widely—he cannot let | 
in too much sunlight—to lose my support; for I | 
have been one entertaining very ultra ideas on this | 


subject of making everything public. But | want 
time to consider the particular resolution which he 
has submitted, and therefore desire that it may be 
laid on the table until we make a question declar- 
atory of the rights of the body in this respect—a 
question which shall result in the adoption of a 
resolution applicable in all time to come, and by 
which we shall measure all succeeding administra- 
tions. 1 move, sir, the resolution be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. MANGUM. I hope that the honorable 
Senator will withdraw his motion for a moment. 

Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. 

Mr. MANGUM, 


a different capacity, and | shall not do so. 

Mr. ALLEN. The resolution to which I had 
reference was submitted in open Senate. 

Mr. MANGUM. Iam aware of that, sir. But 
in answer to what has been said by the honorable 
Senator from Michigan on this subject, I have only 
to remark, that it 1s perfectly competent for the 
President, in what ! regard a proper deference to 
the Senate, (which is a portion of the executive, 
and exercises also a share of the legislative faculty 
of this Government,) to make all communications 
to us in the strictest confidence. Is it to be main- 
tained here, sir, that we, who must give efficiency 
and consummation to all these,great measures, 
acting not upon Executive, but upon our own 


to open the doors of the Senate, and have no secret | respective responsibilities—is it to be contended 


GLOBE. _ 


I pledge my- | 


It is impossible, without a | 
violation of propriety and decorum, to allude to | 
what has been done in the Senate when sitting in |, 
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information as it may be deemed improper to com. 
municate in public? I have inserted in the res,,. 
lution, in a proper feeling of decorum towards the 
Executive, the usual clause—* if compatible with 
the public service.”’ I protest, sir, against the d 
trine that the Executive can withhold from us any 
information which is necessary to @gelligent action 
on our part. What! deny us the means of actine 
understandingly and intelligently on the measures 
submitted by the Executive! Sir, an absolute 
despotism could not ask for more—need not seek 
for more than that. As regards the views of the 
honorable Senator from Ohio, it seems to me that 
he has considerably modified his opinions on this 
subject. The distinction now is, that in all mat. 
ters which touch our internal interests and affect 
our constituency, the Executive is bound to give ys 
all the information which. we may demand; but 
that in those cases which affect our foreien rely. 
tions, and which may very often involve matter of 
vastly greater delicacy, and perhaps higher respon- 
sibility, the Executive is not to communicate jn- 
formation to us. I confess I cannot discern the 
grounds on which such a distinction is drawn, | 
believe the injunction of secrecy has been removed 
from the discussion of the Oregon question in pris 
vate session. It was insisted then that the dis- 
/cussion should be open; and, if I be right in my 
| recollection, the honorable Senator then entertained 
a somewhat different opinion from that which he 
‘has enunciated here to-day. If, therefore, on a 
renewal of the motion, this resolution should be 
laid on the table, I shall regard it as a decisive ex- 
pression of the judgment of the Senate, that upon 
a great question, involving a vast expenditure of 
money, deeply affecting the future policy of the 
Government, the principle is asserted that we are 
to sit here as puppets of the Executive will, voting 
for whatever measures may be recommended to 
us, without the Executive condescending to put us 
in possession of those facts which we deem essen- 
tial to the formation of a just estimate of his policy. 
Sir, | hope that such a judgment will never be 
affirmed by the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN. The hour for taking up the 
special order has arrived, and I believe my col- 
league has the floor. I suggest that the resolution 
of the Senator from North Carolina be passed over 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. MANGUM. 

|| sir. 
| The resolution was then passed over informally 
till to-morrow. 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 


_ The Senate resumed the consideration, on its 
' third reading, of the bill to raise, for a limited time, 
an additional military force. 


Mr. BUTLER. The bill upon your table, sir, 
| proposes to raise ten additional regiments, or ten 
thousand men, rank and file, in addition to the 
regular army now existing, and under the control 
of this Government. ‘This bill has been reported 
by the Military Committee in conformity with the 
recommendation of the President; and we are also 
| informed that it will be followed by another bill, 
giving to the Executive authority, whenever he 
may think proper to exercise it, to call out twenty 
/thousand volunteers. These are the measures 
which will form the subject of our authoritative 
|| action at this time. By the existing laws, the 
| President of the United States has the basis of an 
army of sixty thousand men. There are thirty 
regiments of regulars, I believe, and about the 
same number of volunteers, which have been 
_ authorized to be called into service during this war. 
I cannot be precise, however, as to the number of 
/men who have been actually in service; but it is 
certain, that if all the regiments of regulars were 
filled up, there would be about twenty-eight thou- 
sand six hundred, or very nearly thirty thousand 
men; and I understand there are about thirty thou- 
sand volunteers. It is true, that of this number 
we have not now in the field, or under the actual 
command of officers, more than forty-five thousand; 
but it is sufficient to say, that the President of the 
United States, as commander-in-chief of the army 
| of this nation, has the power to call out at this 
| time—if we put the means in his power to pay 
| them—sixty thousand armed men. He now asks 
| that we should add to this number ten regiments, 
| to be raised by enlistments; and, I suppose, by 
| another bill, twenty thousand volunteers, to 


oc. 


I have no objection to that, 


} 


sessions as applicable to nominations, contained | that we are to be refused, in secret sessjon, such |! placed at his disposal, making in all ninety thou- 


sand men. These, together with the seamen and 
marines, Which are also a portion of the army, 
would make, if they were called into actual service, 
one hundred thousand men, — 

History generally takes notice of the more prom- 
jnent points in the progress and policy of nations; 
and it must certainly be remarked in after times, 
that the largest 7 ever raised to be concen- 
trated upon one single object, by the Republic of 
the United States of America, was an army for the 
invasion of her nearest neighbor, and the only 
other republic on the North American continent. 
Posterity, sir, will have a right to inquire, why it 
was that the councils of the United States had 
thought proper to exert the highest attribute which » 
perhaps, can be exerted, for carrying on a war of 
this description. We are indeed told by the Presi- 
dent—or those who speak for him on this loor— 
that, although this number of men may be at his 
disppsal, although he may call them out under the 
authority of existing laws, yet he is not likely to 
have over one-third of that number actually in 
service. : 

Sir, this leads me to another question which I 
am bound to notice in passing—why is it that the 
Executive, as we are informed, cannot raise the 
number of troops which, by law, he has authority 
to raise for carrying on this war in‘the heart of 
Mexico? Why is it? Does it arise from popular 
aversion against entering into such a service as 
this? If it were a war for the defence of our own | 
soil, do you believe that five times that number 
could not be called into requisition? Sir, at the 
voice of the Executive of the United States, ten 
times that number would spring up, ready to de- 
fend the national honor and the soil of this Repub- 
lic. And I must here make another remark : if 
all parties in the United States were to concur in 
the justice and propriety of carrying on this war, 
I would answer for it, that the President could not 
say, that it was out of his power to raise the num- 
ber of troops which the laws of the country au- 
thorize him to raise. But, sir, the very fact, that | 
he is unable to raise these troops by the means 
which have been put in his power, is, | think, one 
of the omens which a wise ruler should regard in 
administering the trust, the sacred trust, that is 
committed to him. 

Before, sir, I proceed further to discuss this bill, 
I must be permitted to advert to some df the tend- 
encies of this war. And, in doing so, I beg leave 
to address myself particularly to the ae omeceye 
for amendment which I have had the honor to 
submit. Ido not wropose by the amendment on | 
your table, to withhald from the President the 
troops, or such number of troops, as may be re- 
quired; but I propose to raise them ina different 
manner. And I know that I am likely to incur 

the censure of those who sustain the measures of 
the Executive, and perhaps I shall encounter the 
criticisms of those who, speaking ex cathedra, may 
find fault with the measure which I have suggest- 
ed. Sir, I have not brought forward my proposi- | 
tion without consulting those who are better ac- 
quainted with the subject than I am myself, nor | 
have L brought it forward for the purpose of | 
thwarting the measures of the President. But, sir, 
this is a conjuncture of affairs which calls upon | 
every man, who feels an interest in the welfare of || 
the Republic, to express himself freely, fearlessly, 
and openly, upon all matters that come before us. 
This is not the first time that I have found it 
necessary to differ with the President, as regards 
some of the measures which he has advised, for 
carrying on this war; and I am happy that I did 
contribute at the last session to upset some of those 
measures which, in my opinion, would have been 
inconsistent with the public interests. I have in- 
troduced this amendment for no such purpose. | 
But I think that this is a conjuncture of affairs, in 
which every man should make his views clearly | 
understood. Itis a time when every one should | 
pause and look around; for I solemnly believe that 
every step weare taking, we are going deeper and 
deeper into the labyrinth of a dangerous and inex- | 
tricable policy, from which we may find no clue 
for an honorable and safe retreat. 
There are those who look on the fair side of || 
things always; and if the President had recom- | 
mended that we should put at his disposal two hun- | 
dred thousand men, I believe there are men on this | 
floor, and in the other branch of Congress, who |) 
would have voted for it, if on no other ground than || 
that it came from the Executive, who is responsi- | 


ble for this war. j 
for any number of men which the President might 
have called for, and for all the schemes—the mag- 
nificent and splendid schemes—to be carried into 
operation by the Executive, that would require 
an army of two hundred thousand men. Yes, sir, 
if we are to go on with this enterprise of conquer- 
ing and subjugating the Republic of Mexico— 
either with a view of absorbing the whole of that 
Republic, and making it a part of this Confeder- 
acy, or of making her a dependant province—it 
would not be an extravagant proposition for the 
President to ask for two hundred thousand men to 
enable him to do it with security and safety. 
There are those, sir, who, looking at objects in the 
distant horizon, sometimes neglect to look at the 
clouds which hang above our heads, and which 
are ready to burst upon us. And that is the case 
with some gentlemen on this occasion, who, while 
they are indulging themselves in splendid visions 
of revolutionizing Mexico, and making her a part 
of this Republic, or making her in some degree de- 
pendent on us, are neglecting to look at the dan- 
gers Which surround our institutions. — I therefore 
have introduced this amendment, in some measure, 
that | might have an opportunity of examining 
more particularly into the tendency of the meas- 
ures that are hereafter to be proposed. My amend- 
ment—for I mean to address myself more particu- 
larly in the first instance to that—goes only so far 
as to add to the different regiments of the army— 
the riflemen, the infantry, the artillery, and the 
dragoons—(although by some unguarded omission 
the dragoons seem to have been left out)—to add, 
I say, to each of these regiments, three hundred 
men. By adding thirty men to each one of the 
companies, it will give a regiment, on paper, of 
thirteen hundred men; and for this increase I only 
propose to add two subordinate officers—and in 
some cases none at all—provided, however, there 
be five officers to each company; and in this way 
I shall raise seventy-five hundred; not so many, 
to be sure, as the President has asked for and the 
committee recommended. But I can raise in this 
way seven thousand five hundred men without the 
necessity for more than a very few additional offi- 
cers. I have this recommendation in favor of my 
system—that it will certainly be the most efficient 


. . 
I believe they would have voted 


mode of raising additional troops for active ser- | 


vice. I think this position cannot very well be 
controverted—that r.w treops, infused and min- 
gled with disciplined solliers, are more readily 
assimilated and rendered efficient; and all militar 

men will tell youso, They will be better etiesied, 
too, having those officers who are experienced. I 
know there are those who entertain the belief that 
officers can be selected from civil life, equal in 
every respect, for such a war as this, to trained and 
educated officers already in the army. I believe, 
Mr. President, there never was a greater heresy; 
but if the truth were known, and the testimony of 
officers of the army obtained, we should be entirely 


satisfied that those battles which have so signally | 


illustrated the American character in this war, from 
the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma to 
those of Contreras and Churubusco, were to be 
attributed to the skill and ability which were dis- 


played by the officers of our army who were edu- | 


cated at West Point. 


officers of the volunteer corps relied with an abid- | 


| ing confidence in all operations of the army upon 
| the science and skill of those who directed the op- 
| erations. 


Well, sir, in raising a force of this kind, you 
put them under just such men, not officers from 
civil life, but those already trained and accustomed 
to the service. The soldier himself will be better 


| trained, and he will be better taken care of; he will 


have the greater security; it will be a measure 
recommended by considerations of humanity. I 
think this proposition cannot be disputed, that it 
will be a more efficient corps, and that the transi- 
tion to efficient soldiers will be more easy and ex- 


| peditious. 


My next proposition is, that it will be cheaper. 
We have a right to look at the ten-regiment bill 


| which passed Congress at the last session, with a 


view to ascertain the true character of this bill. 
And what was the character of that bill? I do 


| not mean to say that the President intends to ask 


for four brigadier generals and the full complement 
of other officers as on that occasion; but whether 


| 
| 
| 
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that be the case or not, it is very certain that under 
the bill before you there must be ten entire regiments 
raised; and for the purpose of officering these regi- 
ments, you must have ten colonels, ten lieutenant 
colonels, twenty majors, one hundred captains, and 
three hundred lieutenants. Now, in point of cost, 
there is very great disference between the two: the 
one has the recommendation of being cheaper, and, 
when raised, are more efficient. ‘There cannot bea 
difference of opinion on these two propositions. But 
the objection to the plan I have suggested is, that the 
President cannot raise the number of troops that 
he desires in the mode which 1 have suggested; in 
other words, that it becomes necessary, when the 
President wishes to raise a body of troops, to ap- 
ge intelligent officers in the first place, otherwise 
1e cannot get them. That is the argument. I 
have heard it said, if you adopt this plan the men 
cannot be raised, because the officers under whom 
they are to serve are already appointed. It does 
seem to me, sir, however, that the men can be 
readily raised. I can see no reason why they can- 
not. I do not see why men will not enlist without 
having the excitement of a political movement 
every time we call for additional troops. If this 
be the case, it is high time that we should examine 
into.the true merits of this war, especially in regard 
to the character of the troops to be ra it. 
However, sir, 1 have submitted the amendment 
for what itis worth. If the troops should be raised 
under it, they will stand thus: General Scott now 
has at his command about thirty-one thousand in 
the aggregate, about two thousand of whom ave in 
garrison at ‘Tampico and Vera Cruz, ‘The remain- 
der are now under his immediate command in and 
near the city of Mexico. I understand from 
military men who are recently from there, that 
he has a movable column of twenty thousand to 
carry on offensive operations. I do not pretend 
of my own knowledge to say what the number 
of his available force is; but if seven thousand be 
added to those which it is said are now under his 
control, he will at least have twenty-seven thou- 
sand; and there are to be recruited under the 
existing laws, to fill the old regiments, six or seven 
thousand more: add these, and he will have at 


| least thirty-four or five theusand—a number suffi- 
| cient, not only for garrison duty, but for active 


| troops are to be required to do? 


| What are they to do? 


operations at any point to which they may be di- 
rected. Why, sir, Bonaparte had not more, when 
he made his first campaign in Italy, than thirty-five 
or forty thousand men. And what is it that these 
Not to fight bat- 
We are told they are not to fight battles. 
They are to overrun the 


tles. 


| Mexican States, to disarm the population, to con- 


fiscate the public property, to sequester the reve- 


| nues, and to become the armed jailers to those 
| persons who will not take their parole. The soldiers 


I know there have been || 
|, splendid achievements performed by the volunteer | 
corps; but the truth is, that both the soldiers and || 


we are to raise now are not soldiers who are to be 
animated by the love of glory and the spirit of 
military adventure; their office is neither more 
nor less than to be armed tax-gatherers or jail- 
ers. They are to sweep through the country, 
for the purpose of gathering treasures, and keep- 
ing in awe a feeble and distracted population. 
But, sir, the experiment has not been made; 
and though General Scott has recommended an 
addition, which will make the number of troops 
amount to fifty thousand, I am satisfied that the 
Executive will carry on his operations whether 
that number be added or not. 1, for one, will be 
perfectly willing to accelerate, as far as | may be 


| able, all operations that may be necessary to bring 


the war to a successful issue; but it does seem to 
me, that if we grant seven thousand regulars, to 


_be added to the army in the manner I propose, 


| 





(which is as much as has ever been employed under 
any general of this country in the service,) it will 


| be sufficient for any purpose that can be desired in 


| 
| | 


order to bring this war to a close; and I trust in 
God it is the last war of invasion in which we shall 
ever be engaged. But while I have thus intimated 
my purpose to concur, to some extent, in raising 
the number of men which the President may re- 
quire for his immediate purposes, | cannot shut 
my eyes to the tendency of the measures which 
are likely to be adopted as the permanent policy 
of this hivetpaidl The President has told you 
in his message that it is not his design to carry on 
this war for the subjugation of all Mexico, or the 
destruction of her nationality. But I have seen 
enough, sir, to satisfy me that the current of con- 
sequences is carrying the measures recommended 
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trol. 


| 


Since the discussion of this subject commenced, | 
within the last fortnight, there have been demon- | 
strations of public opinion not to be mistaken. I 
have heard it openly avowed that this war 1s not | 
to be carried on merely for the purpose of making | 
peace with Mexico undera satisfactory treaty; but 


that it is to be prosecuted with the more obnoxious || 


design of conquering Mexico and bringing her into 


subjection, either as an independent province, or to | 
be annexed as a part of our territorial government. 
W hen iny colleague |) 
first intimated that such would be the tendency of 

the measures recommended by the President, the | 


Sir, it is not to be disguised. 


friends of the President on this floor—and I have 


no doubt they spoke by authority—repudiated the || 


idea, and said nothing was further from the inten- 
tion of the President than such a design. 
impute to the Chief Magistrate any design under 
the cover of any ambiguous terms. He has said 
—and I believe he was honest when he said it— 
that it was not his purpose to subjugate Mexico 
and destroy her nationality. 


own measures, what difference will it make to the 


dene 


of the measures which he himself proposes? 
The effect will be the same. 


the campaign, which has fulfilled the most san- 


guine expectations of all those who were interested | 


in the accomplishment of the designs of the Exec- 
utive? Tecan never forget the time when that cam- 


deep anxiety that I felt on the subject—(I mean 
the campaign which may be denominated the Vera 
Cruz expedition.) There were men who fore- 
boded the greatest evils—men who looked at it with 
a distrustful eye—who denounced it as rash and 


consequences, 
anxiety which was felt by all who had friends or 
relatives in that expedition, at the time of the land- 
ing of General Scott at Vera Cruz. And when it 
was ascertained that they had landed in safety 
upon that soil which was destined to cover the 
bones of so many of our gallant soldiers, the com- 
mon feeling throughout the United States was a 
feeling of joy at the prospect of approaching peace. 
Peace was then confidently calculated upon, but 
no peace came. General Scott was then in the most 
difficult of all situations. He had not only to fight 


my, but he had to fight for the escape of his army 
from the effects of the climate, to save his men 
from certain destruction; for if he had not been 
able to pass the heights of Cerro Gordo, the cli- 
mate would have destroyed more than would have 
failen by the sword of the Mexicans. And with 
what number of men was it that General Scott 
landed? Not over thirteen thousand; and with 
not over eight thousand he passed the heights of 
Cerro Gordo. He was obliged to use the utmost 
expedition, or risk the consequences to be appre- 
hended from the diseases of the country. He was 
reduced to the necessity of risking the issue of an 
unequal contest in passing that which was regard- 
ed as the most impregnable of any position whica 
had been erected by the Mexican Government. If 
the incidents and events attending these battles had 
been written, the reader would have felt his cheeks 
glow in reading them. He would have found re- 
corded, names which are destined to go down to 
posterity, at whose mention the American heart 
will exalt. There are many who did not feel the 
excitement incident to that first, and perhaps I 
may say most important, victory which was gained 
during this eventful campaign. If not the most 
important, it must undoubtedly be regarded as the 
most splendid achievement of the campaign. I 
shall not undertake to describe the achievements 
before the walls of Mexico; it has been better done 
by the honorable Senator from New York. But 
these battles did not bring peace. The army is in 
Mexico—is there any peace? Have we not the 
right to ask the question, what have been the im- 
portant results proceeding from those splendid and 
magnificent victories? Their soil has been enrich- 
ed by the blood of those who have sacrificed their 
lives to maintain what they regarded to be the 
honor of their country. But, Mr. President, while 
we can take pride in the heroism of our country- 


I cannot | 


1s from our own divisions. 
| tered a most formidable opposition at home; and 
| all Europe is againstus. Where in all history have 
|| you found such opposition as there is to this war 
But if the President | 
should be unable to control the tendency of his || 


| Burke. 
| the Executive understand this much, that some of 
paign was under discussion in private circles—the || 





| ousy of any nation. 
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even by the Executive himself far beyond his con- | 


men, and rejoice with those who survive—and 
every one can profit by the history which will be 
written of the dead—we must recollect that that 
history is written upon tombstones—that it will 
be found in the neglected graves of our soldiers, 
whose bones and blood are now enriching a for- 
eign soil; in the tears of widows, in cries of or- 
phans, and statutory provisions for your maimed 
soldiers. ‘These are the only fruits, as far as we 
have seen, of those splendid achievements. Have 
you aright to expect any other? Is there any 
prospect that there will be any other? I hope there 
may be other results. 

The President has told us that the only mode by 
which he can obtain a peace is, by the entire sub- 
jugation of the people of Mexico, so as to reduce 
them to an unconditional submission. Thatis the 
only alternative left. But there are other and more 
prominent reasons why we have no peace, and one 
This war has encoun- 


at this very time? 


do not know what party ought 
to be responsible. 


The majority of the popular 


| branch I understand to be against it, and we have 

people whether the result arises from design, from | 

LHC or from his inability to control the ten- | 
y 


only to look at this Senate to see the formidable 
array of those who countenance that opposition. 


| A wise magistrate should take counsel from the 
Are we any nearer || 
peac: now than we were at the commencement of | 


signs of the times. Lord North pushed the cur- 
rent of his measures so far that he could not control 
them, because he would not take counsel of those 
eminent statesmen of their time—Fox, Pitt, and 
I have no right to allude to names, but let 


the highest names of this country are now giving 


| him counsel—not directly, but in the form of ex- 
| pressed opinions—to which, if he is wise, he should 


give something like the attentive consideration that 


| 1s due to so formidable and imposing an exhibition 
| of public sentiment. 
unmilitary, and one likely to result in disastrous || 


Gentlemen will recollect the deep |) another occasion) in the mode in which those who 


I cannot concur myself (and I have said so on 


are opposed to the war prenene to terminate it. In 
my opinion, it would have been best for us to con- 


|| cur in the most effectual measures for bringing it 


to a close; and it is possible that if we had all con- 


| curred in passing measures for bringing this war to 
| a close, by this time Mexico would have found it 
_ hopeless to hold out any longer; but she has taken 

hope from the opposition to the war which has exist- 
| ed among ourselves; but that is not, in my opinion, 


the most prominent source—certainly it is not the 


| only source—of her inducement to protract this 
his way against an enemy, and a formidable ene- || 


war. 1 think Mexico hasa right to complain of 


| the exacting terms which we have been demanding 
| of her as the price of peace. 


Why, Sir, when 
the ten-regiment bill was under discussion at the 
last session, I recollect the honorable chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, (acting, no 


| doubt, as the organ of the Administration,) adver- 
| used the whole country—before, sir, the territory 


was reduced to subjection by our arms, and before 
we had any right of conquest over it—that the 
least that would be demanded of Mexico, in any 


negotiation for peace, would be New Mexico, and 
all of California. 


Mr. CALHOUN, (in his seat.) Upper Cali- 
fornia, 

Mr. BUTLER. All of California, Upper and 
Lower. And, sir, | thought at that time that it 
was one of those declarations that was very well 
calculated to offend the pride and arouse the jeal- 
No nation on earth, that had 
a spark of national pride, could submit to be told 
in advance that she was to be despoiled of nearly 
one-third of her territorial dominions, and that be- 
fore we had obtained anything by right of conquest. 
But, sir, this is not all. The President of the 
United States has gone further, and told us, in his 
late annual message, that only New Mexico and 
Upper and Lower California had been conquered; 
but that he would not, under any circumstances, 
sign a treaty ceding them or any part of them to 
Mexico again. He has gone further, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and, what struck me as somewhat remarka- 
ble at the time, he has assumed that they are our 
territorial dominions now, and that the Govern- 
ment of the United States has a right to appropri- 
ate them by extending their civil jurisdiction over 
them. This is nothing more nor less than assu- 
ming that we have a good title to these territories 
by conquest. It does seem to me, as it seemed 
then, (and upon perusal of books upon the sub- 
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ject Lam still more satisfied,) that it is entirely 
against all the weight of authority in the laws of 
nations. There is no such thing as one nation fly. 
grante bello acquiring title to the territory of another 

until there shall have been a treaty of peace made’ 
or an abandonment of right on the part of the con. 
quered nation, or unless such circumstances eXist 
as to induce the other nation to recognize the right 
thus claimed. I know no instance, in modern 
times, of title to any territory being consummated 
and perfected by the law of the strongest, althoush 

during war, it 1s one of the modes of annoying a, 
enemy to take possession of the territory of that 
enemy, if it can be seized upon by either of the 

belligerents. 

War does not consist merely in fighting. Way 
has other modes in which it may be conducted: 
and one of the modes in which it ought to be con. 
ducted is, to seize the property of your enemy, for 
the purpose of depriving him of the means which he 
otherwise would have of sustaining himself or the 
contest. This, sir, is one mode of carrying ona war; 
and so, I say, as we hold possession of this terri- 
tory, we are but carrying on the war legitimately, 
It is not war to fight, because there is nobody to 
fight. But if the United States advertise Mex- 
ico, that under no vircumstances can these terrj- 
tories, or any part of them, be ceded or given back 
to her, under a treaty of peace, why talk about 
negotiation? Why speak of making a peace under 
the form of atreaty? Why resort to such a misera- 
ble mockery? Why seek to disguise your course 
under such miserable pretences? Negotiation for 
what? You willsay, ‘*Mexico, you must negotiate; 
but if you do, it is with this distinct understand- 
ing, that we are to hold all we have, and compel 
you to give up as much more as we can.”” Why, 
if she were as strong as you, she would never sub- 
mit to that, because it would be degradation: and 
because she is a weak nation, is it any reason that 
a neighbor should presume upon her defencelesa 
condition, and extort terms from her which would 
be unworthy in her to grant in any negotiation 
with an equal? What right has the Republic of 
the United States to graduate the scale of nations, 
in point of dignity and influence? If we were to 
consult what should be the proper example, under 
the influence of Christian civilization, it would be, 
sir, as far as possible, to raise the dignity of the 
only Republic on this continent, and hold it as 
equal with the proudest despotism or monarchy 
onearth. This would be right, sir. The laws of 
nations are made up of precedents like this. 

We should set an unworthy example, were we 
to act otherwise in reference to a weak power that 
is prostrate at our feet. Lt would be abhorrent, sir, 
to my notions of justice. I know there are those 
who insist that there is no wisdom in magnanim- 
ity. Before God, I believe there is more wisdom 
in the impulses of a warm heart than in the de- 
vices of a crafty head, and especially if it is a 
crafty head looking forward to gratify certain 
designs of ambition. 

I know, sir, very well that all I shall say on this 
subject may have very little influence, but I intend 
to require the friends of the President to vindicate 
the proposition, that before we have acquired a 
title according to the laws of nations by a treaty of 

ace, we should assume to be the owners of the 
and; that we have the right to extend over it our 
own laws, and invite our citizens to settle upon it. 
Where does such law come from? It has been 
said, sir, that a victorious country is rarely deaf to 
the suggestions of ambition and avarice, and I am 
afraid we will find in ourselves an exemplification 
of the remark. No, sir, as a matter of policy we 
should not insist on it, We have no right to in- 
sist upon it, if we intend to have negotiations upon 
anything like principles of equality and justice. 
But as I have im far disapproved of the mode 
heretofore pursued, with a view to obtain—whatall 
speak of as desirable, and what all are anxious to 
obtain—an honorable and speedy peace, I may be 
asked, what course would you suggest? Perhaps, 
sir, my opinion will have very little influence; but 
as I have taken the liberty to indulge somewhat in 
censures upon the measures of others, I ought not 
to withhold ¢ my own opinions as to what would be 
the proper measures to be adopted. : 

But before I do so, I am compelled cursorily to 
look back to those measures which preceded the ad- 
mission of Texas into this Union, and to the situa- 
tion of Texas before that union was consummated, 
and to examine upon what title she held the lan 
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1848. 
which she claimed to possess—whether by title 
acquired by her at the time of the revolution, or 
whether by title acquired by conquest subsequent- 
ly, For a title acquired by a revolution, and a 
title by subsequent conquest, are very different 
things. They are essentially different. Texas, 
as I understand, when she raised the standard of 
resistance to what she regarded as encroachments 
on the part of the Mexican Government, compre- 
hended not only the limits of Texas proper, but 
also the district of Coahuila; thus including terri- 
tory lying on both sides of the river. She had no 
rizht at this time to any part of the territory com- 
vised within the limits of Tamaulipas; and if she 
acquired any right to this territory lying between 
the Nueces and the Rio Grande, it is not, sir, (and 
[ undertake to say so, as a lawyer,) by any right 
incident to her in consequence of her revolution. 
I will point out to you, as far as I can, the extent 
of her title under the revolution, 

As | understand, sir, sometime in 1835 General 
Cos passed through Tamaulipas. Leaving a gar- 
rison at Goliad, he pushed forward and took up 
his quarters at San Patricio. Thence he sent a 
detachment of soldiers to take possession of some 
cannon at a village in the neighborhood. Well, the 
first symptom of the revolution was the rising of 


the people of this little village to prevent their can- || 
They were not content to | 


non from being taken. 


limit their exertions simply to prevent the taking | 


cf their cannon, but they raised an army and drove | 


back General Cos, and reduced him to the neces- 


sity of entering into stipulations that he would | 


Well, 


never take up arms against Texas again. 


| 


1836, Santa Anna brought his army to the Rio | 
Grande, which he crossed, and re-took all these | 


bp? 
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‘further orders froia home. 


right bank of the Nueces, and in a part of the dis- 
puted territory. Now, was there a perfect title in 
legal contemplation in the Republic of the United 
States? | have no doubt, sir, Texas had as good 
aright as Mexico; there was concurrent posses- 
sion. 
neither had exclusive right to the whole. There 
was no exclusive right in either, so far as regards 
a definite certain ttle. Under these circumstances, 
General ‘Taylor was ordered down to Corpus 
Christ, with a view to occupy the territory of 
Texas, to protect it from the invasion of Mexico. 
Now comes the most difficult and debatable point 
at issue, upon which it seems to me the merits of 
this war must ultimately turn. General ‘Taylor 
was there, and by direction of the Government, 
and he had aright to remain there until he received 
Au Envoy Plenipo- 
tenuary, Mr. Slidell, was sent to Mexico with a 
view to negotiate, if he could, and settle the bound- 
ary. We all know the result of this negotiation. 
Herrera, who was then in power, was perfectly | 
willing to receive him, as he said, as Commission- 


| er to settle the boundary; but he could not receive | 


him as Plenipotentiary. It might have been an 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 


This was exactly the position in which | 
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Mr. DAVIS. Ido not know at what time the 
Mexican army proceeded to this point, but we do 
know that General Taylor found them in position, 
and they must, therefore, have moved first. That 
is a fair inference. 

Mr. SEVIER. The order was given to Gen- 
eral Taylor in January; in February it was received 
by him, and in March he was in motion. 

Mr. BUTLER. I shall concur with the Sena- 
tor readily in this point of view, for L regard both 
as having possession. I think that General Tay- 
lor was right to advise the Government to antici- 
pate the Mexican army. 1 have always been un- 
der the impression, however, that the order to 
move was issued long before. However, sir, | do 
not think it makes a great deal of difference, as far 

| as regards the situation of affairs now. All conear 
in desiring to bring this war to a close by as hon- 
orable a peace as can be very well effected. And 
| how is it to be done? 

Now, sir, having come to the conclusion that 
we are bound to maintain the rights of Texas to 
the territory between the Nueces and the Rio 
Grande—(and I certainly think weare bound by the 
most solemn of pledges, for we have an act of this 


| idle objection, but our Government insisted that | very body reciting that American blood had been 
| the cup of reconciliation was exhausted, and that 


| was sent to Mexico. 


he should be received in the character in which he 
After Mr. Slidell was re- 


| called, or after he took his passports, it must be 
recollected the march of General ‘Taylor to the 


| Rio Grande took place. 
| to excuse the President. 
|| lor there to comimunicate information; and what 


this was the commencement of the revolution, In || W48 the purport of that communication ? 


Now, sir, | am hot going 
He placed General ‘Tay- 


lt was 


| to this amount: ‘*1 advise you, in a military point 


mate substances only, but in the ashes of the sole || 


diers. 
Brazos, and was going on, when, at San Jacinto, 
he was met and overthrown by the Texan army. 
There he was taken prisoner. 
Texas was thus consummated, as far as it could be 
consummated, by the capture of this prisoner and 


the reduction of Filisola to their terms, which were || 
| possession under the honest apprehension that 


He drove them before him. He passed the |) 


{| 
|| ernment, to bring on a collision, or to run the risk 


the restoration of all prisoners and property in his | 


possession. 
only to give up all prisoners and property, but all 


that territory lying between the Nueces and the || 


Rio Grande. Now, 1 am not one of those who 
maintain that this treaty gives a title. 
far from meaning any such thing; but I resort to 
it for another purpose. The revolution having 
been conducted under the organized Government 


of Texas proper, gives, it seems to me, the right to || 
proper, : : : | marched her army and made such overt demon- 


all the land on this side of the Nueces. But, as 
regards Tamaulipas, that was a distinct and sepa- 
rate State. What right had Texas to this? If she 
acquired any right, it must have been by conquest. 
Now, what was the nature of the possession by 
which she could establish her right of conquest ? 


Why, these are the circumstances that are relied | 


on, that some of the inhabitants who had taken 
refuge under the flag of General Rusk, returned 
and settled there by his permission. At the same 
time, the Texas flag was hoisted at Corpus Christi. 
So that possession of the west bank of the Nueces 
was kept until, on another military demonstration 
on the part of Mexico, the inhabitants again ap- 
plied for protection, and he ordered them to retire 
beyond the river: they did so, and after the danger 
Was over, returned to their possessions. These are 


Santa Anna entered into a treaty, not | 


lam very || : 
7 '| force, from having a lodgment there, I hold it to 


| be entirely justifiable, because, sir, war does not 


the evidences of possession, and they are the evi- | 


dences of the pessession of only a part of this ter- | 
ritory—a possession which, in the language of | 


lawyers, might have given a color of title to her by 
constructive possession of the whole. And such, 
I think, would have been the legal inference, if 
Mexico had not had a previous and older title of 
possession to a part of the territory lying along the 
Rio Grande. But the fact is so. She had custom- 
houses there; the citizens recognized the laws of 
the Mexican Government, and debts were collect- 
ed under these laws. 

Such was the situation of affairs when annexa- 
tion took place. Mexico had possession of a part, 
and Texas of a part, lying on the banks of the re- 
spective rivers, leaving the intervening space di- 
vided by a shadowy line which could not very well 
be distinguished. Undgr these circumstances, the 
annexation took place, and General Taylor was 








‘of view, to move the army. If the settlement is 


posts again, marking his course in blood and ashes | : to be eflected by eer ane there 2 ho neene 
as he passed along; and not in the ashes of inani- || ‘ Sity of striking a blow. his was the informa- 


tion and advice which General ‘Taylor gave the 
United States. Now, sir, did the army move from 
Corpus Christi, under the authority of the Gov- 


The revolution of || Of bringing on a collision, upon the supposition 
| that the cup of reconcilement had been exhausted, 


| and notin the hope that negotiations might be sat- 


isfactorily concluded? Or did General ‘laylor take 


Mexico intended to seize upon the territory to the 
exclusion of the United States? If this Govern- 
ment, under the apprehension that this was the 
state of things, took possession of the territory, with 
the view of prevenung Mexico, under an armed 


consist always in an actual overtact. War some- 
times must be anticipated; and if Mexico had 


strations, or marched an armed force with a view 
of taking possession of the territory, and General 
Taylor intormed his Government that such was 


| the case, and the Government ordered him to move 
|| hisarmy, with a view to defeat that intention on | 


the part of Mexico, it was nothing but what the 
Government was bound to do. On the other hand, 
a very different inference must be drawn, if the 
President of the United States, who is the repre- 
sentative of all the people of the United States, 
indifferent to consequences, sent the army with a 
view of informing Mexico that negotiations were 
terminated. It presents a very ditierent state of 
things. The Secretary, indeed, states that all the 
means of reconcilement were exhausted, and that 
the only alternative remaining was the sword. 
Now, if the President of the United States took 
possession of this territory, either with too much 


| negligénce, or a reckless indifference to conse- 


quences, he has not performed the part of a wise 
and circumspect Chief Magistrate; and the act is 
only to be just fied, it seems to me, on the ground 
of a reasonalsle expectation that Mexico would be 
induced to conclude negotiations. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If the Senator 
will permit me, I would suggest that General Tay- 


lor, in marching to \he Rio Grande, met the Mex- | 


ican army about half way—on the banks of the 
Little Colorado—and was informed by the com- 
mander of the Mexican forces, that if he crossed 
that stream, it would be held an act of war. 

Mr. BUTLER. I understand all that. 


Mr. DAVIS. The Mexican army moved first. | 


Mr. BUTLER. 1 do ngt recollect dates; but I 
understand the order to General ‘Taylor was issued 


ordered with his army to Corpus Christi, on the || before the Mexican army advanced. 


shed on American soil—there it stands on your 
statute book, the most solemn of all declarations )— 
that this territory did belong to Texas, and to this 
country by annexation; and though it was a sub- 
ject of honest dispute between Texas and Mexico, 
and between the United States and Mexico, yet 
we have passed judgment upon it, and said to Tex- 
as, it isa partof her territory; and in consequence 
_ of that pledge, it seems to me we nevercan yield one 
| foot of land this side of the Rio Grande. But, sir, 
that is as far as 1 will go as an ultimatum of any 
| proposition of peace to that Government. I would 
insist, in the first instance, in every measure, that 
to the Rin Grande we are bound, under the most 
solemn of pledges, to protect the rights of ‘Texas. 
But then the question may be asked—and it is a 
proper question—how would you establish any 
other line for separating the territories of the Um- 
ted States from those of Mexico? Will you fall 
| back upon any line which separates Oregon from 
Mexico? I think not, sir. But by way of making 
it as acceptable as possible to Mexico, and witha 
| sincere desire to terminate this war, | would not 
hesitate, if it were to be done to-morrow, to send 
_ the most illustrious embassy to Mexico and pro- 
pose to her terms of peace upon this ultimatum, 
with the right, however, to demand from her to 
_ say what line she should run by way of compen- 
| sating us for the claims we have against her, and 
| | should think it no degradation. If it were a 
strong Government, and we were actually engaged 
| im a contest to be decided by force of arms, it 
| might be otherwise. But Mexico, prostrate and 
| feeble as she is, it is no degradation to make any 
| terms by which we can terminate this unhappy, 
‘| this disastrous war. 


|| I know the suggestions which 1 make are not 
likely to be adopted, but I think that what I have 
| already intimated as the limit is one from which 
| we cannot depart. We are bound to say to Mex- 
| ico, we cannot give you any land on this side of 
the Rio Grande, but we will leave you to say what 
| line you will agree to run from the Rio Grande to 
| the Pacific. 1 would give her the option, in the 
|| first instance, to say what line she would agree to, 
|, though I do not say I would be bound by it; but I 
|| say | would not hesitate to give her the right to 
| 


| indicate the line she would adopt. Perhaps she 
'| might adopt the thirty-seventh degree, and | might 
|| be asked the question, would you be satisfied with 
| that line? 
| [have no hesitation atall in stating, that it is 
our interest to encourage and countenance Mexico 
| as an independent republic; and let whatever line 
may be agreed on—be it thirty-seven or thirty- 
eight—all the territory we want, or all it is said we 
_ want, will fall into our possession inevitably. 
| There is no way of preventing the American peo- 
| ple from settling in the territory now claimed, and 
| which, it seems to be presumed by the President, 
| is to fall into our possession. But I may be asked, 
|| if Mexico propose a line, would you adopt it? If 
| there is any one thing which the policy of this 
|| Government dictates more than another, it is to 
|| terminate this war. And, sir, we cannot, at this 
| conjuncture, make too great sacrifices to terminate 
| the war. I speak now as*a southern man; and if 
| 1 were only to have in view what must nitimately 
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be the interests of the southern States, I would 


enter most fully into the mad schemes of taking 
possession of the whole of Mexico, because in 
that way slave labor might be employed, whilst I 
have no idea that any slaveholder will ever go into 
that country north of thirty-two degrees, But, 
as | have said, if Mexico would propose terms, 
I would consult the councils of moderation and 
justice, and endeavor to sustain rather than anni- 
hilate a neighboring republic. 


But I may be told that they are not capable of | 


self-covernment. I beheve they will have to go 
through the changes to which other nations are 
subject. They will, perhaps, have to endure an 
irksome fermentatton before they arrive at that de- 
gree of refinement and intelligence which will fit 
them for a republican form of government. But, 
as i have said, if Mexico were wise, she would 
give all we claim. 1 believe it would be to her 
mterest to give up all territory between the Rio 
Girande and the Sierra Madre. 

Bui L have no hope that she will be governed 
by any such policy. 1 am, however, for peace; 
and for the purpose of securing it, | am willing to 
take any sacrifice, except of the power and dig- 
nity of the country. And I believe it will be a sac- 
rifice of neither to offer, in the most conciliatory 
manner, such terms of negotiation as that republic 
might be induced to accept. Well, I may be told 
that she wall reject your terms—that she will not 
ouly cling to the Nueces, but that she will give you 
no line this side of the boundary between Mexico 
and Oregon. Well, sir, if she acts thus, what then 
can we do? 

Suppose that Mexico rejects all overtures liber- 
ally made to terminate this war, what are we to do? 
Prosecute this war, devastate the country, seques- 
ter the revenues, disarm the populace, reduce them 
to such a state that they can make no resistance, 
but must appeal to us, and ask to be annexed to 
our Confederacy? Is this desirable, sir, as a mat- 
ter of policy? Is it desirable that we should reduce 
her to such a condition that we cannot refuse to 
receive her into the Union? Well, sir, this, it 
seems to me, must be the legitimate consequence 
of pushing these aggressive and invasive opera- 
tions further, 


manently retaining? Will you take more than 
New Mexico and the two Californias, by way of 
indemnity, for the just claims which you have 
against that Government? I ask, how much will 
you take? LT again repeat the question. Let the 
President and his Cabinet indicate this to-morrow. 


What prevents them from doing it now, at this | 


very moment, instead of overrunning the whole 
country, and after incurrimg all the expense attend- 
ing further invasive operations, being compelled 
to content themselves with what they have at 
resent? What prevents the President from taking 
»y his army now as muchas he wants? You can 
do nothing more by carrying on the war than you 
have already done. [ understand the Senator from 


Mississippi has said that it is nothing more than | 


an experiment; and after you have made that ex- 
periment, and Mexico will not come to terms, you 
ean only then take a defensive line. , 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. My position was, 
that holding the interior of Mexico would conduée 
to peace; that when deprived of all hope of further 


resistance, which could result unly from the pres- | 
ence of a powerful and well-organized army, she | 


must then give indications of a disposition to treat 
stronger than she has heretofore given. They 
have heretofore (and I say it without unkindness 
to any one) continually looked to divisions at home 
as likely to produce a recall of the army; and they 
can be cured of that heresy only by the presence 


of an army sufficiently powerful to show the con- 


centrated will of this nation. 


t That was the policy 
which I recommended. 


mountain ridge, which could be easily held; and 
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Suppose you take the whole of her | 
territory—or suppose you have the whole under 
your control—how much do you contemplate per+ 


Further than that, [ be- | 
lieve that it would be proper to take a line along the | 
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column, which is, I believe, twenty thousand 
strong, and no more, though it is constantly rep- 
resented as otherwise. That is not that column 
which is placed in danger. It is the column of 
General Wool, numbering six thousand men, and 
holding a series of posts, with a long line of com- 
munication, and threatened, as | have been recent- 
ly informed, with an army of fifteen thousand, 
and the militia numbering, as has been stated, fif- 
teen thousand, and having immediately on its flank 
a valley which could turn out thirty thousand men. 
That little army, I thought, was in danger, and I 
think it may yet be indanger. ‘hen, again, there 
isa smaller foree in New Mexico, and a sull 
smaller one in California. ‘These are the positions 
which I wished to reinforce; and hence the neces- 
sity of adding new regiments, instead of strength- 
ening old ones; not of sending men to Gen. Scott, 
but of strengthening other columns, as well as to 
hold new posts, and to relieve garrisons. But I 
will not longer trespass on the time of the Senator, 
and beg his pardon for this interruption. 

Mr. BUTLER. I understand the Senator from 
Mississippi to say, that after we have overrun 
Mexico, if she will not sign a treaty of peace, he 
then proposes to take a line, to have the better 
place to fight from. After he has whipped her, 
then he would take a line to fight from. Now, 
the Senator scems to anticipate that peace can be 
brought about by taking an advantageous position 
from which to attack the enemy, and thus carry 
on the war. ‘The Senator’s calculations are cer- 
tainly different from mine. If we overrun all 
Mexico, and then obtain peace, & Is only sucha 
peace as a conquering nation may dictate to a 
people that have passed under the yoke. And if 
this do not make peace, he must then take a line, 
not to hold the territory comprised within it, but 
as one of the modes of making more effective 
sorties upon a prostrate people. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is a part of the same plan, and 
I would adopt it now. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have said, and I would say 
again, | would much rather take no territory at all, 
than consent to carry out the magnificent schemes 
entertained by some gentlemen on this floor. Why 
infuse the lifeless blood of a ruined Republic into 
the healthy veins of this Confederacy? Are you 
not tainting your own, by attempung to commu- 
nicate life to them? Or, if you do no more, you 
can reduce them to a province; and this seems 
to be the project of the Senator from Indiana. 
When you have it as a province, how will you 
govern it?) By your armies, by pretors, consuls, 


sible for such an office? 

Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator will allow me, I 
would remark, that in the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Indiana, as I understood, the word 
** province’? was stricken out. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. BUTLER. Well, sir, all seem to antici- 
pate that ultimately we should be driven to the 
alternative of either taking Mexico as a province, 
or of annexing her to this Republic. ‘That must 
be the case. Why, what does the President say ? 
You must either use your army to overcome and 
subjugate Mexico, or for the purpose of giving 
support to one of the factions there which is in 
favor of peace: that is to say, the United States 
must keep an army there until one of the factions 
is strong enough to form such a government as to 
enable them to go through the forms of negotia- 
tion. I have never heard, sir, nor read in any his- 
tory, of any people who permitted a foreign army 
to give protection to any party into which the 
country was divided, that had survived the protec- 
tion itself. Why, any people that will call upon 
an army for protection is incapable of self-govern- 
ment and unworthy of protection. I know, that 
Philip of Macedon, under pious preeexts—ambi- 
tious princes make great puppets of piety—con- 
trived to have himself invited to take a part in the 
sacred war, for the purpose of giving protection to 
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| could not stand without the perpetual guaran: 


| soon as we can, before the current of consequences 


| would be in favor of adding more men. 





_ dan. 17, 


weak, but a broken reed, that’ will cut the } ind 
that rests upon it. If we make a colony of Mex. 


| ico, and our army be withdrawn, how lone will 


she remain in that condition? Such a governmen: 


tee of 


a standing army; and to undertake to sus; 


; e ; ; ; ana 
portion, or a faction, with a view that they , 


night 


| sign a league-treaty of peace, it does seem to me, 


sir, that it is one of those calculations that will ae. 
gravate the evil instead of relieving it. | protest 
against the use of the army for any such purpose; 
and, as fur as my vote goes, it shall never be giver 
for it. No, sir; let us make a treaty of peace as 
carry ustoo far. I do not even hope that any sie. 
gestion of mine can lead to such a result. I believe 
that these mad schemes, in spite of every warning 
voice, are destined to go on, and that we shall find 
ourselves, when they are accomplished, in a worse 
condition than any in which this Republic has ever 


| been placed. [ will but ask, if such be your opinion, 
| why give the Presidentany troops atall? Or, if it be 


your design to enable him to overcome all Mexico 
give him a sufficient number to accomplish the pur- 
pose. Butthe boast has been, that this Government 
has undertaken to accomplish with twelve or fifteen 
thousand troops what they should have taken fifty 
thousand to accomplish. I think the expedition 


| to Vera Cruz, to invade Mexico with twelve or 


fifteen thousand men, was an inexcusable liberty 
which the Government took with human life. [¢ 
was realizing, what had been said before, that in 


| the calculations of American war, human life is 
| the chiefest of all its elements. Yes, sir, the Goy- 


ernment has gone on, and made liberal drafis 
upon the patriotism and gallantry of its citizens; 
and it is for this reason, if for no other, that | 
But I 
have other reasons. There is a portion of the 
volunteers now in the field that ought to be re- 
called, and others enlisted in their place. Some of 
them were enlisted to serve for one year. The 
Government, taking advantage of the circumstance 
of their being already in Mexico, induced them to 
enter the service for the war. And such has been 
the fate of the South Carolina regiment. They had 
offered their services for a year. Their pride—the 
regard which they entertained for the honor of 
their State, and their obligations to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States—induced them to volun- 
teer; and they have been drawn on, in the expec- 
tation that this war would soon close, to continue 
in the service. Iam willing, if for no other rea- 


3 ' | son than to relieve these volunteers, to send other 
or what kind of magistracy ?—who will be respon- || 


troops into the field, with a view to procure their 
recall. But the main reason upon which I will 


| give my vote, if I vote for this bill at all, is on the 


ground that [ want the experiment made as soon 
as possible; the sooner the better for the safety of 


| the Government. I know that all my suggestions 


of moderatioi will have very little weight; but if 
we are to go on with the war, let it be in sucha 
manner as will lead to its most speedy termina- 
tion, 

This being the first war of invasion, it is full of 
startling suggestions, and should be regarded as 
full of admenitory instruction. The Constitution 
presupposes that all the supplies for carrying on 
the war should be exclusively under the control of 
Congress. Yet we are told that in part, and with 
fallacious calculations, a large part of the revenue 
to support this war is to be found in the contribu- 
tions to be raised from the enemy’s country. By 
a tariff, somewhat legislative in appearance, and by 
military coercion, the Mexican revenues are to be 
directed into the treasury-chest of the army. How 
much will be collected in this manner, is entirely 
a matter of uncertain conjecture. By way of en- 
couragement as to the means of carrying on the 
war, this source of supply is prominently paraded 
—rather to hide the public debt, which must be 
enormous, than for anything else. But my 
it could be demonstrated that the army had 4 


| self-supplying revenue—whata commentary would 


that if our jurisdicuon were extended over it, the 
country behind that line would immediately be- 
come quiet—not a line territorial in its nature, be- 
yond which we could not conduct our operations, | 
but from which we could effectually make sorties, 
and not restricting us at all from holding other 
posts in the interior of Mexico. I will say, in 
this connection, that my remarks the other day, in 
relation to the dangers Which might threaten the 
army, were not made in reference to General Scott’s | 


the weak against the profane and stronger party, 
and we all know the result. It was the protection 
of the wolf to the meek Jamb. ‘There never was a 
wiser remark, and one that should be more prac- 
tically alluded to, than that made by the prophet 
Ezekiel to the council of Israel—where a proposi- 
tion was discussed whether that harassed people 
should place themselveg under the protection of 
Egypt, as their safest reliance against the power 
of Assyria: If you do, you will rest on, not a 


itbe on the futility of the supposed controlling 
power of Congress over the military responsibility 
of the Executive as the commander-in-chief of the 
armies of the republic! It would place him in the 
condition of Charles the First; who contended for 
the right of carrying on war by the arbitrary col- 
lection of ship-money, without the advice or con- 
trol of Parliament. A general with the ambition 
of Cesar, placed in such a situation, could, at the 
head ofa strong army, put his government at de- 


ch eee 





ae aaa 


a ne none aan 
« 


eee 
ed Seana 


ae ttle ee eaten edad 


eee 








| 
n- 
n 


e- 





1848. 


fiance. We may not see such results in our time; |) and I see a man over there (looking toward a part 
hut the example of to-day is the precedent of to- of the hall where Mr. Clay stood among some of 
morrow. But when the fires of virtuous patriousm his friends) who had the audacity to sustain him. | 
that were kindled on the altar of our country by | (I wish he would only do the same now.) In 
the founders of the Republic shall have burntdown | some portions of the country, this war of 1812 
under the ambitious lust of conquest, there will be was deemed so wicked, that they kept their militia 
no rebuking influence left to purify and restrain |) marching round and round the boundaries of their 
jawless ambition. ; || own State, but forbade them to cross the line. The 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration war Was so impious, so wicked, so against all the 
of executive business; and, after a short time so _ precepts of Christianity, so Heaven-daring, that it 
occupied, the doors were opened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


was wrong for a moral and religious people to re- 
jJoice in the victories of our own armies. Sir, the 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 18, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House resolved || country, and in favor of the enemy. It was 
itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. J. R. || held by people so religious, that they raised blue- 
Incersout in the chair,) and resumed the con- || lights on their coast to give notice to the enemy 


from the stumps, wrong everywhere—all wrong, 
all wicked. Sir, not only that; so wrong was it 


sideration of the resolutions proposing to refer the || whenever one of our gallant little barques entered | 
President’s message to the various appropriate || on the broad field of the ocean, that they might be 


committees. . . || taken, 
Mr. JAMIESON, (who was entitled to the || 


up in Committee of the V 
had made some remarks, observeé that it would 
probably be best for him to embrace the present | 
opportunity to extend those remarks, and unite 
what he had then said with what he purposed to 
say now. 

Every gentleman was apprized of the fact that 
under the hour-rule it was impossible for any gen- 
tleman to do justice to himself or to any one of the | 
important topics contained in the President’s mes- || in the right? We were not right in the Revolu- 
sage. Mr. J. had always opposed the rule, and | 


men she chose to select, and take them by force 


board our vessels of war because she had a stronger 
fleet than we had. ‘The President was held to be 


if this was continued there must be war. 
And now, I say, the question arises, (and I want 


ways looked upon it as a violation of the power 
conferred upon the members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives by the Constitution. It was a muz- 
zling of debate; it was a curtailing of the right | 
which each member of the House was entitled to 
enjoy, of expressing at large every view he might 
think it proper to take. 

In starting out, (said Mr. J.,) in making the re- 
marks I purpose to make before this committee, I | 
shall start in a form and fashion of my own; and 
I shall propose to myself in the outset a sort of 


not stay to read them) has only committed for a 


our flag and on all the rights of our people. Yes, 


est outrages that were ever known. And yet here 
this wicked Jim Polk (and on the same ground 
stood Andrew Jackson, and his Secretary of State, 
Mr. Forsyth) has had the audacity to say that out- 





text, or a question, which I desire should be pre- || rages like these formed just cause for immediate || 


sented before Congress and before the country. || war. What Jackson said of them, Polk has re- || 


And this question, with all I intend to speak upon || peated. But here we are wrong again. Mexico, 
it, has reference only to the war portion of the || according to the resolution offered by the gentle- 
Executive message. The question is this: Will || man from Virginia, [Mr. Borrs,] is in the right, 
our country ever be in the right ? || the United States in the wrong. Polk has but ta- 
This is a very important question for our wise || ken the ground which Jackson took, and Jackson 
men to look into; and for the reason that, as || based himself on the reports of his minister, Mr. 
through more than three-score years and ten of || Forsyth, whose report stated numerous cases of 
our national existence, we have never once been || murder, and every form of outrage that ever was 
in the right, it is highly important for them to con- || committed. Yet in all this we were wrong—it 
sider whether they can form or devise any plan by || was all wrong—all wicked. And, if so, even the 
which we may, at some time, be right for once. || very Whigs themselves, at the first session of the 
It is a question for the counsels of our wise men. || 29th Congress, lied, because, by their votes, they 
For seventy-two years we have never yet been || sustained the President. 
right, but always wrong. Cannot their united And here is the predicament we are in. Weare 
wisdom devise some way or means by which, for || once more in the wrong, notwithstanding these 
one time, we may get in the right? We may go || hundred cases of the most violent outrages—out- 
tack to the days of Washington and John Adams || rages on our common flag, on our people, their 
—the father of that venerable man there—and the || liberty and their lives; notwithstanding the official 
days of Madison and Jefferson, and all the depart- || reports by Mr. Forsyth of numerous murders; 
ed patriots of ourRevolution, and listen a little || notwithstanding hundreds of our American citi- 
to what they said, because they all denied the || zens were seized and thrown into prison, and at 
power which was then claimed—the divine right || last put into the mines, where they dragged out a 
of kings to control the people. Yes, sir; they had || life bir worse than death itself; and notwithstand- 
the audacity to come out and to proclaim to the || ing the further fact, that two independent sister re- 
world that we—-the old Thirteen—we have a right || publics came to the concluslon (through those 
to be free and independent, and we will acknow- || alone who had the power to act in the premises) 
ledge your divine right to control us no longer. || to marry—to make a marriage-contract between 
Yes, they did this. But in all this they had their || them. This was done by the people of the two 
Opponents then, who looked upon the ground taken || republics, (who held the sovereign power,) and 
by these Presidents and sages as wrong, as wick- | not by this wicked Polk; and Texas was received 
ed, as against the authority of Heaven, and who || by the United States just as Ohio and Missouri 
thought that it was all done under the frown of || had been received, viz: with their own limits and 
the Almighty. boundary as stated by themselves, without any re- 
Why, sir, here was the man Adams, who, to be 
sure, had had some hand in producing the revolu- 











as we did all the other new States, according to 
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war was declared wrong from the pulpit, wrong | 


held to be, that they Meld a Convention at a place | 
called Hartford, to take sides against their own | 


: ; ' Sir, it was held most wicked for that wicked | 
floor,) after referring to p rtapre which had been |, President to take the ground that Great Britain | 
hole, and on which he |, had no right to clear the decks of our ships of what | 


into her own service. They claimed the right to | 
the wickedest of men, because he proclaimed, that | 


the country to keep it in view,) Shall we ever be || 


tion, we were not right in 1812, and we are still | 
he expected ever to be opposed to it. He had al- || further from being right now. The Mexican Gov- | 
ernment (I have all the documents here, but I can- 


course of twenty-eight years in succession, one | 
hundred of the most outrageous depredations on | 


sir; they have only done that. From 1816 to 1845, | 
they have committed only one hundred of the great- | 
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| ceived Missouri; we received Ohio, and Indiana, 
and [llinois, just as we received Texas, viz : with 
the boundaries presented to us when they asked 
to be received. You knew these boundaries no 
better when these States wer? received than we 
knew the bounds of Texas when we received her. 
Yet this man Polk, notwithstanding all this, had 
the audacity—aye, and that, too, when Congress 
was in session—to send General Taylor from 
Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande. Why did 
he do that when Congress was in session? Why 
did he take upon himself such a vast power? 
The answer is very plain, and it is this: No 
hostilities had yet taken place, and therefore 
there was no need for the action of Congress. 
The Executive is bound by his office and his 
oath to maintain the boundaries of every State, 


|, and he must act up to the power conferred on 


him. Yet, in the face of day, though Mexico 
had not engaged in any hostilities yet, there was 
no declaration of war, nora drop of blood shed. 
Yet this President had the hardihood to protect 
Texas in her boundaries; and he would have been 
perjured if he had not. Thatis what he has done; 
and this is the great crime of which he has been 
guilty. This man Polk had the audacity to order 
|, General Taylor to advance to the Rio Grande, and 


|| that brought on the war—a war wholly unconstitu- 
|| tional and against all right and honor and justice, 

Why did he do that? Did we limit Texas to the 

Nueces? Did we not take her with the Rio Grande 

for her boundary? The treaty power was the only 
| thing you held over her; and did not Polk call 
upon her to settle the question by this very power ? 
|| But Herrera would not agree to it. And was it 
not on that very ground that Paredes rose and 
overturned the Government of Herrera? I have here 
a letter from Herrera declaring that it was on that 
very ground he was overturned by his rival. The 
only power to settle the question of boundary was 
the treaty power. If any other power on earth 
| should dare to say to one of the sovereign States of 

this Union, You are coming beyond your bounds— 
| stand back; the moment that should be done, the 
|| Executive is bound to sustain the State. Did this 
man Herrera declare that he claimed only to the 
Nueces? Did he not send an army of fourteen 
|| thousand men, and did not Ampudia land on the 


| 


| east bank of the Del Norte and order General 

Taylor back to the Nueces until the question of 
|| boundary should be settled by negotiation? Yet 
|| Mexico still claimed to the Sabine. 

But Mr. Polk was very wrong in another thing, 

| Here comes Arista to the east bank of the Rio 

| Grande, and tells Taylor that he must remove his 

|| forces out of Fort Brown, and go behind the Nue- 

‘| ces. ‘You have no business here. ‘This is dis- 

|| puted territory. ‘True, you have received Texas 
|| with her boundary asextending to the ancient limits 
|| of Louisiana, but you must retire.” Ah, indeed ! 

| And what do you promise on your part, suppose 
|| Ldo? If Taylor would consent to break up his 
| camp and retire behind the Nueces, what did Aris- 
| ta promise in return? Would he engage that if 
| our troops retired, there should be no contest of 
|} arms? Did he, standing on the east side of the 
| Del Norte, give any pledge that he would wait 
| there for the negotiation, and would have no con- 
|| flict of arms? No, sir. No, sm. Wasold Rough 
,and Ready so blind as not to see what his object 
| was? 

When he was making these promises, what did 
| your Government, what did old General Taylor 
| think of it? What did every wise man, every pa- 
|, triot, every one who saw an inch into Mexican 

character, think of it—of the fact that he was direct- 
| ing our army to doa certain thing without a cor- 
| responding obligation on the otherside? The object, 
| therefore, was to take advantage. Well, if Arista 
|, or Ampudia could have broken up General Tay- 
|| lor, with his little, brave, noble band, and driven 
‘| them from their post on the Rio Grande, and 
|| seattered them to the Nueces; and if he had fol- 


| 
| 
} 
| 





serve about the river Nueces. We received her || lowed them very quickly and overrun them, they 


|| would have come still deeper into the interior of 


tion; he wrote a great aay fine articles in a book || their own defined limits—they being the only || Texas; and before Texas could have organized to 


called the Federalist, (I wis | 


name;) but this man, after the Government had 


it had had some other 


brought us into the greatest danger of an uncon- || 


stitutional and a wicked war. Thus, sir, we were 
wrong in the Revolution, wrong under the elder 


Adams, and wrong again in 1812, when the man 
au 


Madison had the audacity to do the same thing; 


clip a State of one inch of her claimed terrritory, 


authority that can control that matter, but subject || have sustained herself, and before the surrounding 
| to the action of the treaty power. We all know 
endured for more than a quarter of a century, | that there is but one power upon earth that can 


| States could have come to her‘aid, she would have 
| been overwhelmed—murdered, as her brave citi- 
| zens were at the Alamo and other places. That 





| 

| and that is the treaty power. But I have no time || would have been your fiz; and yet, notwithstand- 

| to go into that question now. I .say there is || ing all this, when this was probable—when every 

| but one power on earth that can clip a sovereign man of any mind could have seen that this was the 
State of one single inch of her territory. We re- 


object of this order—when any statesman or any 
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general fit to command a squad of twenty could | 


have seen it, yet this, it is said, has brought upon 
us this wicked war. 

And now, to be a little ironical again, I will put 
a question according to old Guthrie, fa laugh,} in 
the rule of three. If we have always been wrong; 
if we have sprung and leaped—not crawled, not 
walked—but jumped from weakness, from a hand- 
ful of men, and from poverty to wealth, and have 
always been under the frown of the eternal 1 AM ; 


if we have jumped from poverty to be the mighti- | 


est power on carth—to a power that can feed and 
fight the combined world—[a voice: ‘‘ the ‘ com- 
bined’ world’’|—yes, the combined world; I won't 
alter a solitary phrase I mention; if we have done 
all this, and always been in the wrong, what, ac- 
cording to the rule of three, would have been our 
power if we ever could have been right in one in- 
stance? And again—(to go back a little, for in 
attempting to speak on this subject, under the re- 
strictions of the hour rule, | cannot be systematic )— 


if thie old wicked Madison and wicked Jimmy Polk | 


have brought upon us two wars wickedly, and we 
have stood up one to four in Mexico, and stood 
equal against the mighty Briush Power; if We have 
been enabled to do this in two wicked wars that 
have excited the frowns of Heaven itself, what 
eould we have done if we had been right? If our 
brave boys that have been out yonder in Mexico— 
and | will draw no distinction between Missouri- 
ans, Indianians, Ilinoisans, Mississippians, ‘Ten- 
nesseeans, and those from any other State in the 
Union—I will just say this in one round word, we 
ail are of the same blood; we are of the same Anglo- 


Saxon race, and when we ineet upon the field of 


battle we are all one by the other, and one just as 
brave as the other. 

It is very true there may be some difference in 
marksmanship. ‘The western people, from using 
guns every day, have the advantage simply in 
taking bead, but there is no difference in their 
bravery. ‘That very Indiana regiment that I 
stopped on, the other day when I was called to 
order, | want to say something more about; and 
in mentioning that regiment, Illinois wants no 


praise; Missouri wants nothing to be said, nor 


any other State. But one thing is very strange, 
that this regiment from Indiana, although it had 


more officers and men that fell than any solitary | 


regiment at the battle of Buena Vista, except my 
friend Ricuarpson’s regiment, (where is he ?—he 
ie not present,)—I believe the report says, it stood 
twenty-one rounds; it fired twenty-one rounds; 
and it lost more officers and men than any other 
solitary regiment that fought at Buena Vista,—yet, 
like those cowardly Missourians, reported by the 
very same officer at the battle of Ocheechubbee, 
after they were perfectly overwhelmed by the 
deadly fire, they fell back upon the baggage, and 
could not be brought to order. There never was, 
and there probably never may be—there never 
was anything entered on the record like these two 
bates of Sacramento and Brazito. Not that I 
claim any precedence for the Missourians above 
any other people in the several States of the 
Union. [admit you are all as brave as we are; 
we claim no preference. But I claim the marks- 
manship; anc 
mento, in thirty minutes, (for the main work was 
done in thirty minutes,) by nine hundred men, 


there were as many of the enemy slain, or nearly | 


so, as were slain at the battle of Buena Vista, 
where 5,000 of our boys were contending against 
9),000 odd Mexicans. According to the official 
reports, | know it is called a three hours’ battle; 


but, mark you, in thirty minutes nearly all the | 


work was done; more than five hundred men, by 
nine hundred, were laid dead upon the field. The 
met them arm to arm, shoulder to shoulder, knife 


to knife, not in open field, as was done at Buena | 
Vista; but they attacked them in strong natural | 
| The question for a Washington, a Jefferson, a 


and artificial defences, and drove them from those 
works in thirty minutes, and left more than five 


hundred dead upon the field; killed and wounded | 


more than their own number. This was the 
mighty work that markmanship did; there was no 
more bravery. Again, at Brazito there were only 


three hundred engaged, and the order was given | 


that the No. ] men should fire; they had no ecan- 
non there; no big guns; nothing but the rifle that 
they took the bead on. There were only three 
hundred against a force of more than seventeen 
hundred, charging with their cavalry. These men 
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you will see that there, at Sacra: | 


It is defined by some to be the journey of a day, | 
but incorrectly: it is a desert, without wood or | 
In going through, the rule is, never to | 
touch one mouthful of victuals, because if you | 
touch food you want water, and you may parch | 


water, 


with thirst and die. These jornada were passed 
through by Doniphan’s men—one of ninety miles, 
two of sixty miles, and one of forty miles. They 


passed round, as it were, one-fourth of the circum- | 
At Brazito, the No 1 were | 


ference of the globe. 
ordered to fire first, to lay low, and whenever 
the enemy approached within seventy yards to 
fire. One hundred and fifty of them took their 
heads, and that No. 1 pretty much killed or crip- 
pled each their man; and that was panic enough 
for the enemy; and what mee it worse was, that 


most of them were shot in the head, and they took | 


up the panic that our boys had taken bead upon 
the head on purpose. Rogers, who fought at Bra- 
zita, and commanded a company there, was the 


same man who fought at Ocheechubbee; he was | 


wounded at Ocheechubbee, in command of his part 
of the regiment. He commanded the same com- 
pany from Callaway at Sacramento that he com- 
manded at Brazito. A good portion of the same 


officers commanded at Brazito and Sacramento that | 


commanded at Ocheechubbee. Although their 
colonel was killed; although every solitary officer 
that was in battle was shot down, and a lieutenant 
from my own county assumed the command at his 
part of the regiment, and himself was soon shot 
down, yet they mostly retired to their baggage; 
although they were put in the brunt of the battle, 
ahead of the regulars; 


fered still more but for the relief furnished by Fos- 
ter, (as I recollect,) with my battalion of regulars; 
although they were swamped in the mud, and were 
fighting at the distance of a pistol-shot for hours, 
until they were literally cut to pieces,—still they 
mostly retired, like this Indiana regiment, to the 
baggage. 

Well, I presume after this that Missouri and 
Indiana would go for old “Rough and Ready.”’ 
They will join the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Srewarr,] and will say, that although you 
stand up against the war; although you stand up 
against every act of General Taylor; although you 
stand up against the President; although the Pres- 
ident has brought about this war unconstitution- 
ally; and although old General Taylor, knowing 
the fact, has been fighting in an unconstitutional 

yar, and therefore committing murder upon mur- 
der, yet you may think we will stand up to him; 
you may do it also; you may show your consist- 
ency, and we will show ours. 

There is another point to which I will briefly 
turn the attention of the House; and I desire to in- 


jure no gentleman’s feelings, yet | must speak out 


boldly. The gentleman from Illinois, from the 
Hardin and Baker district, [Mr. Lincoxn,] took 
a strange position before the American Congress 
for such a Representative. Yes, sir; look back 
and see what your Hardin did. He was a Whig, 
to be sure; he and I met here on this floor, and we 
disagreed, as far as politics are concerned; yet he 
went from your district, (referring to Mr. Lin- 
coLn,) and fell nobly at Buena Vista. You have 
a Baker, too, from your district, and that Baker 
went along under General Scott, and he, too, was 
in the bloody battle, and at Cerro Gordo com- 
manded when the noble Shields fell with a grape 
through his lungs. Coming from the district that 
had thus been represented, both here and in Mex- 
ico, it is astonishing to me how the gentleman could 
make the speech here which he has. 

I take the ground, therefore, that it is not neces- 
sary—that it has never been considered by those 
who have gone before us a debatable question, 
whether we are in a war which is right or wrong. 


John Adams, a Samuel Adams, a Hancock, or a 
Henry, would have been, are we in war? are we 


| at war with an enemy? If so, it devolves on us to 


sustain the honor and credit of the country, and 
bring her out the best way we can; and after the 
war is over, we may inquire as to whether the war 
was got into right or wrong; or, as statesmen, we 
may inquire before we get into a war whether we 
have just cause or not. But the patriotism of these 
old patriots, the men of the Revolution, of the pa- 
triots of the last war, would not permit one of you 


had just gone through the ninety miles jornada. || to inquire into or debate the question, when in 


and although there were | 
| very many of the Missourians shot down at the | 
| battle of Ocheechubbee, and they would have suf- 
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war, whether we are in the right or wrong; but, are 
we in war? and if so, we must get out in the ty st 
way wecan. My motto is, and I believe jt will 
become the motto of this country, the sentimen 
given by Decatur, ** May our country aways be 
right; but our country, right or wrong!” | believe, 
sir, that the sentiment of Lawrence, who raised 
his voice above the rushing of the elements, aljoye 
the cannon’s roar, and shouted “ Right or wrons 

, iv > sm 2? 3 ceaee =) 
never give up the ship,” is the sentiment which 
will be adopted in this country. 

In concluding, I want to say that all T want in 
the world of those who have taken sides here—jf 
any one has (for [ am charging it upon nobody )— 
if there is any one here or elsewhere who is eoine 
to take sides against his country, let him come 
right up to the issue and stand boldly upon it, 
Let there be no working around it, no attempting 
to avoid it by procrastination, by incidental max. 
ter. Come to it at once; declare your object; et 
the world know it; and I will venture to state q 
thing that I had occasion to state not long since in 
another place—and it is my own statement, it does 
not come from the other end of thie Capito!|—that if 
they take that ground they will be entombed so 
deep, and the clods will be so heavy upon them, 
that they will never be resurrected until the very 
last trump from the archangel. P 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, rose and said, that to 
discuss all the topics properly belonging to the 
pending war would consume more time than was 
allotted to him by the rules of the House. He 
must therefore content himself with a brief allusion 
to the leading facts connected with the origin, pres- 
ent condition, and probable sequel of our belliger- 
ent relations to Mexico. The magnitude and 
importance of this subject demanded of us the 
most profound and deliberate investigation. It 
was not a common question, involving as it does 
the interests of every citizen, from the centre to 
the circumference of this broad Union. Feeling, 
as he most sensibly did, the weight and responsi- 
bility that rested upon them, he confessed that it 
was with no ordinary solicitude and trepidation 
that he now rose to address the committee; and he 
could not but hope that the wisdom and experi- 
ence of that body would prove amply commensu- 
rate to the task that lay before them. 

War in its mildest aspect was a great evil; and, 
paradoxical as it may appear, it was sometimes a 
necessary evil. It might be a crime or a virtue 
according to circumstances ; for all guilt and all 
innocence are predicated upon and founded in the 
motives and the principles that impel to action. 
Suffice it to say, that that war is just which origin- 
ates in a just cause or causes, that is conducted on 
just and magnanimous principles, and that is pro- 
tracted to a just extent. There is ascholium bya 
learned author upon the political economy of war 
which reads thus: 

«“ There are no principles flowing from nature whieh war- 
rant what, in the proper sense of the term, is called revenge 
amongst nations. Natural justice extends not further than 
satisfaction and security. Nations acknowledge no superior 
tribunal on earth: the inflicting of punishment is, therefore, 
an unwarrantable usurpation of power, which may entitle a 
people to the exercise of national ferocity, Gothic barbarity, 
but not to the national right! 

“ Nations have buta limited right of reparation and de- 
fence: no more violence is lawful than that which is sufhi- 
cient to afford satisfaction and security; neither are acts of 
hostility entitled to any further continuance; for in either 
of these cases compulsion and defenge would be destitute of 
a just cause; the defender would consequently become 
guilty of an aggression, and give the original aggressor a just 
right for defence, as far as the limits of a just and lawful de- 
fence are exceeded.” 

From this we conclude that antagonistic nations 
cannot be simultaneously right. Both parties may 
bein error. One may be right and the other wrong; 
and each alternately right and wrong. 

Again, he would read from that celebrated author 
(Vattel) upon the law of nations, the following im- 
pressive paragraph: 

«“ Whoever entertains a true idea of war—whoever con- 
siders its terrible effects, its destructive and unbappy conse- 
quences,—will readily agree that it should never be under- 
taken without the most urgent reasons. Humanity revolts 
against a sovereign who, without necessity, or without very 
powerful reasons, lavishes the blood of his most faithful 
subjects, and exposes his people to the calamities of war, 
when he has it in his power to maiutain them in the enjoy 
ment of an honorable and salutary peace. And if to this 
imprudence, this want of love for his people, he moreover 
adds injustice towards those he attacks, of how great 3 
crime, or rather of what a frightfal series of crimes, does 
he not become guilty! Responsible for all the misfortunes 
which he draws down on his own subjects, he is moreove® 
loaded with the guilt of all those which he inflicts on an 
innocent nation. The slaughter of men, the pillage of cities, 





“- 


ere 


- wa < 


ll 


ge 
an 
ior 


on- 
se- 
ler- 
its 
ery 
ful 
yar, 
oy- 
his 
ver 
ta 


nes 
vez 


ies, 


ui 











1848. 
the devastation of provinces—such is the black catalogue | 
of his enormities. he is responsible to God and account- 
able to human nature for every individual that is killed, for 
every hut that is burntdown. The violences, the crimes, | 
the disorders of every kind attendant on the tumult and 

licentiousness of war, pollute his conscience, and are set 


down to his account, as he is the original author of them || 


ail. Unquestionable truths! alarming ideas! which ought 
to affect the rulers of nations, and, in all their military en- 
terprises, inspire them with a degree of circumspection 


proportionate to the importance of the subject.” 

Entering, as Mr. J. did, into Congress at this 
advanced stage of the war, it would naturally and | 
reasonably be expected that he would direct his 
attention to the future rather than the past. In 
order, however, to be correct in their deductions, 
jt was necessary to be correct in their premises. 
They must 

«“ Watch the wheels of nature’s gnazy plan, 
And learn the future by the past of man.’’ 

Anancient and erudite Latin author (Virgil) has 
said, ‘* Happy is he who traces effects up to their 
causes.” Mr. J.’s views on the origin of this war 
might be told in a few words. It was the bitter 
fruits of the joint operation of the presumption and 
folly of Mexico, and the blunders and mal-admin- 
istration of the affairs of this Government. Both 
Governments had, in all probability, departed from 


the line of national rectitude, and may have acted 
alternately and reciprocally aggressive. And yet | 


had General Taylor’s army not been ordered from 
Corpus Christi, on the Rio Nueces, to the eastern | 
bank of the Rio Grande, there had been no war. 
That the citizens of Mexico did commit, anterior | 
to the war, numerous outrages upon our citizens 
and spoliations upon their property, was not de- 
nied; and that she also had neglected an equivalent 
indemnity, was as frankly admitted. It was true 
that she liquidated the claims of our citizens to the 
extent of $2,026,139 68, a part of which has been 
yaid. 

[Mr. J. here read an extract from a report made 
by the honorable John Forsyth, in 1837, and made 
some allusion to the opinions of Presidents Jack- 
son and Van Buren. Ee then continued :]} 

That the annexation of ‘Texas to the United 
States produced deep and lasting heartburniggs in 
the bosoms of Mexicans, was a fact well known 
in both countries. The Mexican Minister, then 
resident in Washington, entered his solemn protest 
against that transaction, and looked to it as a casus 
belli, demanded his passports, and returned to 
Mexico. 

[Here Mr. J. quoted the President’s message of 
1845, and also a letter from Mr? Slidell, dated Mex- 
ico, December 24, 1845, and then said:] 

That while we believe that annexation was justi- 
fiable under the then existing state of things, we 
could not but apprehend that that transaction tend- 





ed to sever the affections of Mexico from her alma 
mater; and he could only hope that the fruits of that 
transaction might not prove as did— 


“the first fruit e 

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 

Brought death into the world, and all our wo, 

With loss of Eden.” 
And he ardently desired that it might not prove an 
Achan in the camp, or a Jonah on board our ship 
of state. It had been alleged that the rejection of 
the Hon. John Slidell as Minister Plenipotentiary 
at the Court of Mexico completed the catalogue of 
aggressions that justified the Government of the 
United States in waging war. Such, however, was 
not his opinion, after full investigation of the diplo- 
matic correspondence on that subject. Mexico 
would have been willing, she proposed repeatedly, 
to receive him in the capacity of a commissioner 
to negotiate a boundary between the two republics, 
but the Administration persisted in demanding that 
he should be received with plenary powers. And 
this has been used as a flimsy pretext for prosecu- 
ung a war, which has cost our country thousands 
upon thousands of valuable lives, and millions upon 
millions of dollars; and, to complete the budget of 
blunders, and to render more palpable his consist- 
ency, he has since despatched a commissioner in the 
person of Mr. Trist. Thus do they— 

* Wire in and wire out, 
. And leave a body still in doubt, 
Whether the snake that made the track 
Was going south or coming back.” 

That the removal of General Taylor and his 
forces from Corpus Christi, on the Nueces, to the 
Del Norte, thereby traversing the modern Meso- 
poten, was the prime and proximate cause of 
\ostilities, is now the settled opinion of the peo- 
ple, and has been liberally endorsed by the leading | 
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| friends as well as the opponents of the Adminis- | 
| tration, 


| it was then t 
| calamities of Pandora’s box were then spread out 


It was then that we crossed the Rubicon; 
die was cast; and the sanguinary 
on both nations. That was the crowning act of | 
Executive folly. 

To prove that the desert country between the 
Nueces and the Rio Grande was disputed territo- 
ry, Mr. J. referred to a great variety of document- 
ary testimony. He quoted from a speech delivered 
by Mr. Senator Asuiey on the annexation reso- 
lutions, as follows : 


“The third [of his own resolutions] speaks for itself, and 
enables the United States to settle the boundary between 
Mexico and the United States properly. And [ will here 
add, that the present boundaries of Texas, as [ leara from 
Judge Ellis, the Presider@ of the Convention that formed 
the Constitution of ‘Texas, and also a member of the first 
Legi-lature under that Constitution, were fixed as they now 
are, [iat is, exteading to the Rio Grande,] solely and pro- 
fessedly with a view of having a large margin in the nego- 
tiation with Mexico, and not with the expectation of 
retaining them as they now exist in their statute book.’ 


Again: Mr. Donelson, our Chargé to Texas, or 
the agent sent on to effect annexation, in a com- 
munication of the 23d of June, 1845, to Mr. Bu- 
chanan, upon the same subject, speaking of the 
country between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, 
says: 

* Tiat country, you are aware, has been in the posses- 
sion of both parties. ‘Texas has held in peace Corpus Chris- 
ti; Mexico has held Santiago, [near loint Isabel;] both 
parties have had occasional possession of Loredo, and other 
places higher up.”’ 


Again, in a subsequent letter, dated July 11, 
1845, Mr. Donelson says to Mr. Buchanan: 


Sir: You will have observed that in my correspondence 
with this Government and ‘Texas there has been no discus- 
sion of the question of limits between Mexico and Texas. 
The joint resolution of our Congress left the question an 
open one, and the preliminary proposition made by this 
Government, under the auspices of the British and French 
Governinents, as the basis of a definitive treaty with Mexi- 
co, left the question in the same state.”? “I atonce decided 
that we should take no such position, fon the Rio Grande,) 
but should regard only as within the limits of our protection 
that portion of territory actually possessed by ‘Texas, and 
which she did not consider as subjeet to negotiation.’ 


He had also the authority of the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania, [Mr. C. J. Incersoiy,] who, when | 


he introduced the resolution of annexation, said 
upon this subject: 

“The stupendous deserts between the Nueces and the 
Bravo [the Kio Grande or del Norte) rivers are the natural 
boundaties between the Anglo-Saxon and the \iauritanian 


races. There ends the valiey of the west. There Mexico || 
begins. Thence, beyond the Bravo, begin the Moorish peo- || : 
ae ae i || advance and occupy, with the troops under your command, 


ple and their Indian associates, to whom Mexico properly 
belongs, Who should not cross that vast desert if they could, 
as on our side we, too, Ought to stop there, because inter- 
minable confiicts must ensue from either our going south or 
their coming north of that gigantic boundary. While peace 
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is cherished, that boundary will be sacred. Not tiil the spirit | 
of conquest rages will the people on either side molest or | 


mix with each other; and, whenever they do, one or the 
other race must be conquered, if not extinguished.” 


Mr. J. here read largely from speeches delivered 
by the Hon. T. H. Benton, the distinguished Sen- 
ator from Missouri, whose testimony he thought 
would be convincing in the court of Democracy, to 
prove that the ‘* stupendous desert ’’ formed no 
part.of the old Spanish Texas. Amongst other 
things, Mr. J. read the following: 


** With respect to Texas, her destiny is fixed. Of course 
I, who consider what | am about, always speak of ‘l'exas as 
constituted at the time of the treaty of 13819, and not as con- 
stituted by the Republic of ‘Texas, comprehending the capi- 
tal and forty towns and villages of New Mexico, now aud 
always as fully under the dominion of the Republic of Mex- 
ico as Quebec and all the towns and villages of Canada are 
under the dominion of Great Britain. It is of this Texas— 
the old Spanish Texas—of which I always speak; and of 
her I say, her destiny is fixed. Whatever may be the fate of 
the present movement, her destination is to return to her nat- 
ural position—that of a part of the American Union. 

* ] adhere to this discrimination between the two Texases, 


the Presidentof the United States to incorporate into the 
American Uaion.”’ 


Mr, Benton then went on to show what provin- | 
ces this line includes, their population, their towns, | 


their cities, &c. 


* These,” he says, “ in addition to old Texas; these parts 
of four States; these towns and villages; these people 
and territory; these flocks and herds; this slice of the Ke- 

ublic of Mexico, two thousand miles ling and some hundreds 

roud—uall this our President has cut off from its mother em- 
pire, and presents to us and declares it is ours till tie Senate 
rejects it. He calls it Texas! and the cutting off he calls re- 
annexation! Humboldt calls it New Mexico, Chihuahua 
Coahuila, and Nuevo Santander, (now Tamaulipas,) and 
the civilized world may qualify this re-annexation by the 
application of some odious and terrible epithet.” 


Mr. J. also read the following resolution, offered 


by Mr. Benton when the Tyler treaty was before 
the Senate: 


| 
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Resolved, That the incorporation of the left bank of the 
Rio del Norte into the American Union by virture of a treaty 
with Texas, comprehending, as the said incorporation would 
do, a part of the Mexican departments of New Mexico, Chi 
huahua, Coahuila, and Tamaulipas, would be an act of di 
rect aggression ou Mexico, forall the consequences of which 
the United States would stand responsible.”’ 


The late Hon. Silas Wright, who stood so em- 
inently distinguished in the councils of this Union, 
in a speech delivered at Watertown, in the State of 
New Vork, spoke thus: 


“TI felt it my duty to vote aguinst the ratification of the 
treaty for the annexation. I believed that the treaty, from 
the boundaries that must be implied from it, embraced a 
country to which Texas had no claim, over which she had 
never asserted jurisdiction, and which she had no right to 
cede.’ “ Itappeared to me then,” he continued, “if Mexico 
should tell us,‘ We don’t know you: we have no treaty to 
make with you;’ and we were left to take possession by 
force, we must take the country as Texas bad ceded it to us; 
and, in doing that, we must do injustice to Mexico, and take 
a large portion of New Mexico, the people of which have 
never been under the jurisdiction of Texas, This to me 
was an insurmountable barrier; [I could not place the coun- 
try in that position.”’ 


Mr. J. would abstain from any further quota- 
tions, except te state that Mr. Calhoun, at the 
| period.before referred to, attempted to repel charges 

iouae against his treaty, and sought to show 
| that we never meant to claim the territory em- 
braced in the act of Congress of Texas; but that, 
on the contrary, we were very desirous to open a 
friendly negotiation with Mexico for the purchase 
| of such a boundary as would be most convenient. 
To express this purpose to the Mexican Govern- 
ment, Mr. Calhoun wrote to Mr. Green, on the 
19th of April, 1844: 
| You are enjoined by the President to assure the Mexi 
| ean Government that itis his desire to setile all questions 
between the two countries which may grow out of this 
| treaty, or any other cause, on the most liberal and satisfac- 
tory terms, including thut of boundury.”’ 

Such testimony, from such sources, (continued 
| Mr. J.,) could not fail to prove that the course of 
| the President was diametrical to the views of the 
| most distinguished statesmen of his own party. 
| Thus out of their own mouths they were con- 
| demned. 
| . Mr. J. ther’ proceeded to show that the march 
| of General Taylor’s army through the desert was 

in obedience to the orders of theePresident, by 
| reading a eommuuication from Mr. Marcy, Secre- 
| tary of War, to Brigadier General Taylor, of the 


| date of 13th January, 1846, thus: 


‘Sir: Lam directed by the President to instruct you to 


| positions on or nearthe east bank of the Rio del Norte, as 
| soon as it can be conveniently done with reference to 
| the season and the routes by which your movements must 
| be made,”’ 

Mr. J. then proceeded, and said, in order to 
| make manifest the political fidelity and integrity 
| of the President, it was only necessary to call the 
| attention of the committee to the following faets : 
| On the 15th of June, 1845, we find that Mr. Ban- 
croft, then of the War Department, informed Gen- 
eral Taylor that the point of his ultimate destina- 
| tion was the Rio Grande del Norte; thus moving 
|| upon the disputed territory, which Mr. J. regarded 
\| as forbidden ground, as the action of Congress had 
|| indicated a willingness to treat for the settlement 
| of that boundary. It had been left open to future 
| negotiation. 
| Inthe November following, Mr. Slidell was de- 
| spatched to Mexico in the capacity of a Minister 
| Plenipotentiary, to conclude a settlement of bound- 
| 


aries of the territory into which General Taylor, a 
\| few months thereafter, was ordered to march, and 
|| to possess with an armed force; and, even so late 
|| as March 12, 1846, Mr. Buchanan, by official 


|| communication, urged Mr. Slidell not to leave 
and now propose to see which of the two we are asked by 


Mexico, knowing, at the same time, that General 
Taylor was advancing with his army to the Rio 
del Norte. Thus we perceive the obvious union 
of the hands of Esau and the voice of Jacob. 

Far be it from Mr. J. unjustly to impugn the 
motives of the President or any of the high func- 
tionaries of the Government. It was no pleasure 
to him, nor was it his custom, to indulge in acri- 
monious animadversion towards any individual, 
either in high or low station; and, while he should 
express himself unreservedly of their acts, he de- 
sired to judge charitably of their motives. 

That which had happened was irrevocable. Let 


Mr. J. then alluded to the action of the House a 
few days since, in the adoption of the amendment 


| us guard well the future. 
| 
1 


| of the — from Massachusetts, [Mr. Asu- 


muN,] declaring that this war “ was unnecessarily 
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and unconstitutionally begun by the President of 
the United States,’’ and, not having had an oppor- 
tunity to record his vote upon that subject, he 
would embrace this opportunity to define his posi- 
tion on that point. He laid it down as a proposi- 
tion that was susceptible of proof, that, notwith- 
standing the offences of Mexico were such as 
might have justified, in the opinion of many, prep- 
aration for war on the part of the United States, 
the Chief Magistate of this Union was not autho- 
rized insidiously to adopt such a course as would 
inevitably result in hostilities, irrespective of the 
voice of Congress then in session, and more espe- 
cially, as the war-making power was, by the fram- 
ers of the Constitution, wisely and cautiously with- 
held from the Executive Department. Nor was 
it confided to the Judiciary Department of this Gov- 
ernment. In Congress, and Congress only, was 
this power vested, To prove which, Mr. J. first 
read Story on the Constitution, (vol. 3, p. 59, ch. 


21,) on the power to declare war and make captures, | 


ns follows: 


“51163, The next power of Congress is to ‘declare war, 
grant letters of marque and reprisals, and make rules con 
cerning captures on land and water.’ [See the llth clause, 
th section, Ist article of the Constitution of the United 
Suite ] ’ 


Also, section 1165 of the same chapter, thus: 


“The only practical question upon this subject would 
seem to be, to what departinent of tue National Government 


it would be most wise and sale to confide this high preroga- | 


tive, emphatically called the last resort of sovereigns, u/tuna 
rutiovegum? Tu Great Britain, itis the exclusive prerogative 
of the Crown, and in other countries itis usually, if not uni- 
versally, confided to the Executive Department. It might 
by the Constitution have been coutided to the Execuiive, or 
to the Senate, or to both conjointly.”’ 


He also read the following from the same au- 
hority: 


«The representatives of the people are to levy taxes to 
support a war, and therefore bave a right to be consulted as 
toils propriety and necessity. The Executive 1s to carry 
it on, and therefore should be consulted as to its time, and 
the ways and means of making it effective. The codpera 
tion of all the branches of the legislative power ought, upon 
principle, to be required in this, the highest act of legista- 
tion, as itis in all others. Indeed, there might be a pro- 
priety even in enforcing still greater restrictions, as by 
requiring a concurrence of two-thirds of both Houses.’? 


Again, p. 6g: “§1172. The power to declare | 


war is exclusive in Congress.”’ 
From chapter 37, section 1486, page 342, he read 
the following: 

«The power of the President, too, might well be deemed 
rafe, since he could notof himself declare war, raise armies, 
or eull forth the militia, or appropriate money for the pur- 
pose; for these powers all belong to Congress. in Great 
Britunm, the King is not only commander-in-chief of the 
army and navy, and militia, but he can declare war; andin 
time of war, can raise armies and navies, and call forth the 
militia of his own mere will.” 


He thanked God that the rights and privileges 
of the American people were not yet subject to the 
prerogative of a crowned head. 


Mr. J. also read at length from the Letters of 
** Helvidius,’’ (alias President Madison,) on the 
proclamation of neutrality of 1793, as follows: 


** Every just view that can be taken of this subject ad- 
monishes the public of the necessity of a rigid adherence to 
the simple, the received, and the tuncamental doctrine of 
the Constitution, that the power to declare war, including 
the power of judging of the causes of war, is ful'y and exclu- 
sively vested in the Legislature; that the Executive has no 
right, inany case, to decide the question whether there is 
or is not cause for declaring war; that the right of conven- 
ing and informing Congress, whenever such a questioa 
seems to call tora decision, is all the right which the Con 


stitution has deemed requisite or proper; that for such, more | 


than for any other contingency, this right was specifically 
given to the Executive. 

“In no part of the Constitution is more wisdom to be 
found than in the clause which confides the question of 
war or peace to the Legislature, and not to the Executive de- 
partment. Besides the objection to such a mixture of het- 
erogeneous powers, the trust and the temptation would be 
too great for any One man; not such as Nature may offeras 
the prodigy of many centuries, but such as may be expected 
in the ordinary succession of magistracy. War is, in fact, 
the true nurse of Executive aggrandizement. In war, a 
physical force is to be created ; and itis the Executive will 
which ig to direct it. In war, the public treasures are to be 
unlocked ; and it is the Executive liand which is to dispense 
them. In war, the honors and emoluments of office are to 
be multiplied; and it is the Executive patronage under 
which they are to be enjoyed. [vis in w ar, finally, that lau- 
rels are to be gathered; aud it is the Executive brow they 
are to encircle. The strongest passions and most danger- 
ous Weaknesses of the human breast—ambition, avarice, 
vanity, the honorable or venial love of faame—are all in eon 
spiracy against the duty of peace. 

« Henec it has grown into an axiom that the Executive is 
the department of power most distinguished by its propen- 
sity to war; hence itis the practice of ail States, in propor- 
tion as they are free, to disarm this propeusity of its influ- 
ence.’’ 


Mr. J. remarked, that we have had many Pres- | 


idents, butonly one Wasutneton. The President 
that assumes the authority to exergjse the war- | 
making power per se, snatches away the columns 
that support the temple of liberty, strikes a direct 
blow at the foundation of our republican institu- || 
tions, and constitutes himself the master and not | 
the servant of the people. Such a course would 
be to demolish the fundamental principles of free 
government, and establish a monarchy upon its 
ruins. And such a course would be the triumph | 
of the one-man power over the sovereignty of the 
people; and such is the tendency, but he forbore 
to say such was the design, of the present Admin- 
istration, But he would say that the course 
pursued by the President was an assumption of 
authority unknown in the administration of his 
predecessors. When the limits between the bound- 
aries of Spain and the United States were unset- 
tled, Mr. Jefferson refused to order our troops to 
take possession of the disputed territory, upon the 
express ground that ‘* Congress alone was consti- || 
tutionally invested with the power of changing our || 
condition from peace to war.”? How diametrical || 
had been the couse of * the powers that be;’’ and 
how often is it the case that— 
**Man, proud man, 
PDress’d ina litte brief authority, 
Plays such fantastic tricks before high Heaven 
As inake the angels weep.” 
And how appropriate is the language of Solomon || 
to the signs of the times: ** When the righteous | 
are in authority the people rejoice, but when the 
wicked beareth rule the people mourn.’’ 1 
Then, he @sked, under all the circumstances, || 
shall the Congress of the United States—shall the 
Representatives of a great and a free people—shall 
I,a Rrepresentative trom the noble State of Georgia, 
one of the good old Thirteen—from the land of 
Gwynett, and Holl, and Walton, of Oglethorpe, 
and Crawford—with folded arms sit mutely down, 
and, with closed lips and silent tongue, see the 
great tree of liberty, planted and cultivated by our | 
ancestors, and under whose genial branches the 
nation has prospered and reposed in safety for 
more than half acentury; shall I see it quivering | 
in every branch beneath the scathing halberd of | 
every Executive folly and usurpation, and make 
no eifort to protect it from Executive misrule and 
party violence? Shall we witness its eradication, | 
and make no attempt to arrest the spoiler’s blow? 
Shall we not sonnd the tocsin of alarm, and arouse 
the slumbering indignation of a too confiding peo- 
ple? I know not what course others may pursue; | 
tor myself, | can only say that— 
6 oe perils did abound as thick as thought could make || 
them 
And appear in forms more horrid, 
Yet my duty, as does a rock aganst the chiding flood, 
Should the approach of this wild river break, 
And stand unsvaken”’— 


by the Constitution. 


** For great were the hearts and strong the minds 
Of those who framed, in high debate, 
The immortal league of love that binds 
Our fair broad empire State with State.” 

And what, sir, is the condition of Mexico? The 
reverses and the vicissitudes of that Republic have 
been varied and multitudinous. After the conquest | 
of Cortez, dating from 1521, she remained as a | 
Spanish colony for more than three hundred years; | 
and in 1821, having shook off the fetters - Cas- 
tilian bondage, she became an independent repub- || 
lic. But, as early as 1835, we find her relapsing || 
into consolidation and centralism. In 1848, we | 
find her realizing the horrors of anarchy. What | 
was right in regard to the things of yesterday may 
be wrong when applied to those of to-day. Our 
present relations to Mexico are not what they were | 
in the incipiency of this unhappy conflict. A few 
years ago, and she was not without hope. She | 
had the courage and the energy to gain her inde- 
pendence, but lacked the virtue and intelligence to |) 
maintain it. Hers was a delusive dream, and 
widely different has been the reality. And the 
history of her brief career strikingly exemplifies | 
that Scriptural admonition, ** Let him that think- 
eth he standeth take heed lest he fall.’’ For now, || 
in her public and private relations, as well as in || 
her civil and military affairs, she bleeds at every | 
pore. Iturbide and Hidalgo, Allende and More- 
los, Bustamente and Santa Anna, have each, in 
their turn, risen, and reigned, and fallen, and Mex- | 
ico is independent Mexico no more. Torn to | 
pieces by the treachery and the intrigue of her | 








/corrupt and ambitious leaders, and galling and 


= too feeble much longer to defend and protect 
n 


to be, is now the question. ; 
| choose between desperation and disgrace. 
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cringing beneath the iron yoke of a bloated and q 


_mercenary priesthood at home, and driven from 


seaboard to mountain, and from mountain to seq. 
board, by the invincible soldiery of Taylor and of 
Scott; too proud and too obstinate to yield, and 


er silver sierras and her verdant valleys; unwil. 
ling to abandon her firesides and her altars, and 
that soil which she has so long and so profusely 
watered with the blood of her heroes—she presents 
a melancholy picture of humiliation and disgrace 
unequalled, in modern times, by the tragic fate 
of unfortunate and down-trodden Poland. And 
though * grim-visaged war hath’? not * smoothed 
his wrinkled front,”’ the watch-word and war-cry 
of patrician and plebeian is, ** God and Liberty! 
Imagination portfays the last gallant platoon of 


| her army clambering up the pyramid of Cholula, 


and with Warsaw’s last champion— 


« Oh, heavenly ery, our bleeding country save ! 
Is there no hand on high to shield the brave ? 
Yet, though destruction sweep these lovely plains, 
Rise, fellow-men, our country yet remains ; 
By that dread name we wave the sword on high, 
And swear with her to live, for her to die.” 


Or, rallying within the moss-covered walls of 
her ancient cemeteries, and clustering around the 


| crumbling tombs of their fathers and their mothers, 
, and exclaiming— 


om 
‘When Hope’s expiring throb is o’er, 
And even Despair can prompt no more, 
This spot shall be the sacred grave 
Of the last few who, vainly brave, 
Die for the land they cannot save.”’ 

To be brave is to be generous; to be noble is fo 
be just; and to be great is to be good. The Amer- 
ican eagle, guided in her upward and her onward 
flight by the dauntless spirit of her wnwavering 
chivalry, and sustained and supported by the ‘in- 
domitable prowess of American arms, now spreads 
in‘triumphant grandeur his broad and potent pinions 
over that magnificent palace where once rose up 
the spacious halls and the golden domes of the 


| Montezumas. 


The banner of our country now waves in vic- 
tory upon the embattled heights of Monterey, and 
throws out its star-lit scintillations from the lofty 


‘| towers of San Juan de Ulua, and along the walls 


of the great city of the Cross; wh 1: the sepulchral 


voice of death whispers from the Aceldamas of 
| Buena Vista and Cerro Gordo, and comes up in 
| wailing notes from the gory plains of Chapultepec, 
| Churubusco, Contreras, and Molino del Rey the 


ery **enough!”’ “ cnough!”’ while the Alameda and 


| Plazas of her political capital and her commercial 


emporium are the Champ de Mars of our army. The 
sceptre of the ancient Aztecs has well nigh departed, 


_and the hope of the Mauritanian race has fled for- 
/ever. Exhausted and emaciated, she is tottering on 


the verge of national annihilation, and to be, or not 
: She is now left to 
But I 
would ask this House and this country, has the 
virtue and the magnanimity of our patriot fathers 
degenerated in the bosoms of her sons? Let me 
hope not. I would ask, shall the hitherto spotless 


| fame of our gallant army and navy be tarnished 


by a participation in the sanguinary scenes of 
savage warfare? Shall they become polluted by 


| the spoils of war and Vandalic licentiousness! 


Never, never! True glory is the reward of virtue, 
and not of vice. 

The mighty and the numerous tribes of the red 
men of the forest have given back, and yet further 
back at the approach of our ancestors and our- 


| selves. Twice have the lezions of Albion’s Isle 


acknowledged the supremacy of our arms; and the 
victors of Castile and Arragon more recently suc- 
cumbed to the sons of Washington. Looked upto 
as the model Government of the world, and hold- 


|| ing out the egis of freedom to every land, let us 


not be unmindful that, ‘righteousness exalteth a 


| nation, and sin is a reproach to any people.” A 


great cause has been committed to our keeping. 
Let us ke faithful to the trust. The political des- 
tinies of 20,000,000 6f people are perhaps suspend- 
ed on the deliberations,of the 30th Congress. Our 
fathers pledged their lives, their fortunes, and 
their sacred honor to bequeath us freedom, many 
of whom paid down the price. Over this rich 
boon let us watch with a vigilance that never 
sleeps, and guard with a jealousy that admits no 
encroachment, and protect it with a valor that 
never surrenders, 

There are other facts connected with this sub- 








